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From the Prez
Kent Williams
Hello URARA:
In past issues of Vestiges, I have talked about opportunities for getting involved to help preserve
and conserve rock art. Not everyone in URARA has the desire or time to help out with conservation
projects and efforts, and that’s understandable. We all have our different areas of interest and
availability. For those of you who are able and so inclined, there are several programs and
opportunities with organizations in Utah State government. The first is the Utah Cultural Site
Stewardship (UCSS) program, with whom we are coordinating to help recruit volunteer stewards.
The second are work projects, and I’ve had some recent experience with the State of Utah School
and Institutional Trust Administration (SITLA), to repair damage from a flash flood to an
interpretive site in 9 Mile canyon that I’d like to talk about. Both are detailed in articles later in this
issue.
The UCSS program is part of a broader Public Archeological Network (PAN) sponsored by the
Utah State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO). Both are worthy of more than a shout out in a
Vestiges article, so you may want to check out the Utah PAN web site. Elizabeth Hora, who is the
Public Archaeologist with SHPO, has posted a recent article and a you tube presentation that
address how to approach and visit archaeological sites (including rock art sites, of course) with
respect, awareness and a minimal impact. In these days of big increases in visitation to rock art sites
and the outdoors in general, this is something we all need to keep in the front of our minds.
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From the Prez (continued)
I was happy to get involved with the SITLA project. As in other western States, the Utah SITLA
manages lands granted by congress at Statehood that are mandated for generating revenue for
educational institutions, while federal agencies like BLM and the US Forest Service manage land
more for multiple use. So, my perception going in was that SITLA was more involved in leasing or
selling land to raise revenue, and didn’t have much to do with protecting cultural resources. I was
happy to have that perception changed. While SITLA does not manage land or cultural resources
on nearly the same scale as federal agencies in Utah, (SITLA land is 6% of total land in Utah
compared with 42% BLM land in Utah for example), they are responsible for some significant sites,
including the Great Hunt panel. If their work at that panel is any indication, they do a great job of
it. – Kent

Site Stewardship Training
Kent Williams
Operating under the Utah State Historical Preservation office (SHPO), the Utah Cultural Site
Stewardship (UCSS) program was recently created and funded by the Utah legislature and is being
managed by a full-time coordinator, Ian Wright. The UCSS program ties together several preexisting stewardship efforts and is being supported by State agencies, the federal Bureau of Land
Management, the US Forest Service, and several units (so far) of the National Park Service in the
State.
What do Site Stewards do? From SHPO’s web site:
Site Stewards are volunteers of the Utah SHPO who have agreed to monitor one or more
archaeological/cultural sites. As such, they are the “eyes and ears” of the state and federal archaeologists
who rely on them for accurate and up-to-date information. Stewards are also the people that the public will
interact with the most. They are knowledgeable and helpful resources for people who want to know more
about archaeology.
With 466 members, most of whom with a desire to visit and experience rock art sites, URARA has
many “eyes and ears” that can help land managers protect cultural resources, including rock art. A
number of URARA members are currently stewards with UCSS, and the UCSS program is looking
for more. We had planned to offer Site Stewardship training at the Vernal Symposium, which was
cancelled. The UCSS will now be hosting virtual training for new stewards on November 6th.
I’ve recently enrolled to become a steward but haven’t had the training yet, so I can’t comment on
that. I have had the opportunity to attend several workshops hosted by SHPO and the UCSS
recently, and if they were any indication of the training available through Site Stewardship, it’s
going to be very good and I’m looking forward to it.
If you are interested in becoming a site steward with the UCSS, you can go here for more
information and to register for the November 6th training: UCSS Training.pdf
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Looking with a Different Eye
Wanda Gayle
"You can see the images on the rock. But that's not what you are looking at. You are looking with a
different eye, not the ones in your face."
Darrel A. Gardener Sr., Northern Ute, quote from Sacred Images: A Vision of Native American Rock Art
The pandemic has restricted URARA field trips, and, in the coming months, cold weather and snow
will prevent us from venturing out as much as we would like. So, we turn to the internet for
countless images of rock art. We vicariously join other rock art followers as they chronicle their
visits to stunning sites. But, something else I like to do during this time, is take a book off my shelf
that has interesting and well-photographed rock art images so I can go on an imaginary field trip to
them.
The first rock art book I ever owned is Sacred Images: A Vision of Native American Rock Art. Leslie
Kelen and David Susec wrote the text. It includes interviews with Native Americans and
photographs by four highly regarded Southwest photographers. I've pored over this book so many
times that the spine is broken and the pages have separated from the cover. I began looking at this
book when I first realized I loved rock art enough to join URARA. Now when I pick it up, I see
images that I have since stood in front of in person but that once seemed like faraway dreams. I see
Ascending Sheep Panel, Crowned Figure with Familiar, and Skeleton Shaman, all now familiar and
beloved. Thoughtful interviews with people like Northwest Shoshone historian Mae Timbimboo
Parry, Northern Ute historian Clifford Duncan, White Mesa Ute storyteller Aldean “Lightning
Hawk” Ketchum, and others, provide the kinds of stories you hear from older relatives when they
take you to a place that is special and meaningful to them.
The next book I bought was Cliff Dwellers of Cedar Mesa by Donald Rommes and William Lipe. The
photographs show rock art scattered around Cedar Mesa, from the sandstone plateau to the muddy
San Juan River. The moody, eerie light in the interior photograph of the Moon House always makes
me shiver. In that image, and all the others, Rommes' shows not just the rock art, but also the
landscape they inhabit. Lipe's text educates novices like me about the people who were there and
what they left behind for us to witness.
Newer books I now treasure include Standing on the Walls of Time by Kevin T. Jones and Layne
Miller; Ancient Galleries of Cedar Mesa by Dave Manley; and Rock Art: A Vision of A Vanishing
Cultural Landscape by Jonathan Bailey, which includes 18 essays by Native and Anglo writers,
including Lyle Balenquah, Greg Child, Regina Lopez-Whiteskunk, and Scott Thybony. These books
and the compelling images and words in them, inspire me, motivate me to visit and protect them,
and take me on wonderful field trips in my imagination during the winter and pandemic seasons. I
turn to these books again and again.
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URARA On-Line Presentation November 18
Werner Duecker
Date: Thursday November 18th at 7 pm MST
Title: Culture, Climate, and the Agricultural Transition in Northeastern Utah’s Uintah Basin: The
Cub Creek Fremont in Dinosaur National Monument
Brief Description: The Fremont cultures of the northeastern Great Basin and northern Colorado
Plateau are understood as the northernmost maize agriculturalists in the North American
Southwest. Because of the relatively recent timing of the Fremont foraging-farming transition (AD
300-1300), we can learn a great deal about the subtle interplay between climatic conditions and
social decisions leading to the intensification of farming, the formation of early agricultural villages,
and the development of complex societies. The Cub Creek reach of Dinosaur National Monument
in northeastern Utah is a case study in the socio-ecological dynamics of Fremont culture.
Bio: Judson Finley is Associate Professor of Anthropology and is Department Head of Sociology
and Anthropology at Utah State University. Judson has spent his life and career living and working
in western Wyoming, southern Idaho, and northern Utah. He specializes in the intersection of
archaeology and earth sciences and it relates to the region’s cultural and natural history.

Work Project at the Great Hunt Panel
Kent Williams
In August, a flash flood in a tributary of 9 Mile Canyon damaged the interpretive site at the famous
Great Hunt Panel. The panel and interpretive site are on Utah State Institutional Trust Land
Administration (SITLA), and Joel Boomgarden, the lead archaeologist for SITLA, got in touch with
URARA to see if we could help by providing volunteer workers. I was able to join two other new
URARA members – Dacie and Rowan Jackson - who also serve as site stewards for the Great Hunt
Panel and other sites within 9 Mile canyon, to lend SITLA some hands. The flash flood had taken
out some fencing, damaged some stone pillars, and filled the viewing area with 2 feet of silt.
According to Joel, water from flood left a “bathtub ring” on the rock face just below the petroglyph
panel, but was fortunately just under the level of the panel itself.
For the repair work, SITLA had staged equipment and materials on site. The day before we had
arrived Adam Robison, a SITLA employee out of Price, had used a small front-end loader to
remove much of the silt around the fencing, seats, and boulders around the viewing area. The
volunteer shovel brigade cleaned up around those features that Adam, as skilled as he was,
couldn’t get to. We also helped spread new gravel, attached new fence rails, and repaired damage
to the pillars.
It was a real pleasure working with Dacie and Rowan, and with the SITLA crew. Each day new
volunteers from the main SITLA office in Salt Lake would come down and pitch in. It was very
apparent that they took a lot of pride in the site. I think that sense of stewardship shows in the
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quality of workmanship and in turn helps create an atmosphere of respect for the site. While we
may prefer to experience rock art sites in the wild, a heavily visited site like the Great Hunt Panel
would be in danger of being hammered without some physical protection. Not necessarily damage
to the panel itself, but the areas surrounding the site. The fencing and pathway encourage visitors
to stay on an area “hardened” for a lot of use and prevents unintentional damage to the site caused
from adding to social trails, etc. I’d like to think that the interpretive site also prevents intentional
damage like graffiti and vandalism, not only to the Great Hunt panel, but also at other sites that
folks, who otherwise might not have awareness of the unique and fragile nature of
archeological/rock art sites, may visit.

Before Flash flood
debris and damage at
Great Hunt Panel
interpretive site

After

left to right:
Michelle McConkie, Joel
Boomgarden, Rowan Jackson,
Dacie Jackson, Diane Lund.
Not shown: Adam Robison,
Kent Williams
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URARA Business Meeting
Kent Williams
Kent Williams Conducting
Meeting held via Zoom- approximately 30 members attending
Kent began the meeting by stating that we were trying to recreate the business meeting that is
usually held at symposium, by virtual means. Most of what was discussed was already published
for the membership to review in the latest issue of Vestiges. URARA’s bylaws require us to have a
business meeting annually.
This year there were three people running for board membership. Each person was introduced.
Their bios were also in Vestiges. Nominations were taken from the floor with no one offered. The
sustaining vote was taken and all were accepted. The new board members will be Diana Acerson,
Roger Cook, and Rick Matthews.
URARA currently has 469 members. This increase over the last few years shows our focus is in tune
with the membership.
Darlene Koerner gave a Research report on the work of the Shovel Bums in the Vernal area.
Diana gave her report on Conservation and how the committee members are working with
government entities in their areas doing projects that include restoration and conservation.
Carol Duecker gave the Financial report. The bottom line is that since there was no symposium this
year, the income and expenses were basically equal.
Roger Cook asked if there were any professional archaeologists in the membership. Kent answered
that there are, and everyone is welcome to become members. Our membership is pretty well
rounded. We have a good working relationship with the BLM, Forest Service and SHPO thanks to
Steve and Diana Acerson. When you are passionate, you do the things that make these
relationships work.
Diana reminded us that Legacy Awards will be given at the next Zoom presentation, so be sure and
watch.
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Shovel Bums View Vernal Rock Art
John McHugh
The Blessed Sacrament School’s archaeology club, the Shovel Bums, have returned to the field for
the first time in eighteen months. Archaeology Club meetings were held on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays throughout September and October 2021, culminating with a three day field trip to
view Native American rock art in the Vernal area October 1-3.
The 7th and 8th graders and their parents camped at the Vernal KOA, and had the opportunity to
view many remarkable sites. Saturday’s main attraction was a morning hike led by Tim Sweeney
and Darlene Koerner, which wound along the enigmatic petroglyph and pictograph panels of
Ashely Creek.
In the afternoon the Shovel Bums were treated to the rock art panels of McConkie Ranch, and many
were intrigued by the multiple figures carrying human heads or facial scalps. After working up an
appetite hiking to the various rock art sites, the Shovel Bums were treated to two pots of Dutch
Oven chili, courtesy of URARA and cooked-up by Darlene K. and Tim S.

7th grade Shovel Bum, Connor Hoisington, and archaeology club supervisor, John McHugh,
interpret the meaning of an Ashley Creek petroglyph panel.
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Bad knee and all, URARA member Tim Sweeney leads the Shovel Bums to a panel in Ashley
Creek.

The Shovel Bums take a break while viewing the rock art of Ashely Creek.
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Darlene Koerner discusses the aspects of a panel at the “Fremont Staircase” rock art site.
On Sunday, the Club was led by URARA’s Darlene K through the “Fremont Staircase” or “Split in
the Rock” archaeological site and its riveting array of fertility symbolism that includes active
childbirth, vulvas, and phalluses (which is part of the reason why the Shovel Bums’ mantra is:
“What happens in Archaeology Club, stays in Archaeology Club.”). Moreover, the primal “birthlike” experience encountered when hiking through the cliff fissure was the highlight of the
weekend.
The future looks even brighter for the Shovel Bums. Mr. McHugh is presently coordinating with
SHPO’s archaeologist, Ian Wright, to facilitate the Stewardship of many rock art sites near the
Shovel Bums in the Salt Lake area, as well as far-distant sites in Vernal. The Shovel Bums will be
officially trained in stewardship protocol sometime over the winter of 2021-22, and will return to
the field in the spring of 2022 to preserve, conserve, study, and most importantly protect, the
irreplaceable culture resource that is Utah’s First People’s spiritual legacy.
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Lifetime Legacy Awards Presented
Ben Everitt

At the URARA on-line presentation
October 28, lifetime Legacy awards were
presented to Layne Miller, and Ben and
Cindy Everitt. It’s a very handsome
plaque of clear acrylic on a black base,
with the URARA logo in the top corner.
Thanks y’all. I can’t speak for Layne, but
it has been a joy being part of URARA in
various capacities, and just hanging out
with a great bunch of folks. And I hope
our lifetime with URARA isn’t over just
yet.

Rock Art in the News
Selkirk Auctioneers to Sell Picture Cave in Missouri, Newswire, September 1, 2021
https://www.selkirkauctions.com › picturecave
Vandalism and Security at Rural Rock Art Sites, Professional Geographer, September 22, 2021,
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00330124.2021.1957690
Tuxtla Statuette illuminates an endangered Latin American culture, Smithsonian Magazine, Oct, 2021,
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/secrets-jadeite-tuxtula-statuette180978581/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20210924-dailyresponsive&spMailingID=45677072&spUserID=NzQwNDU0OTIyMTES1&spJobID=2084635114&s
pReportId=MjA4NDYzNTExNAS2
Modeling sound at Stonehenge, Physics Today 74, 10, 74 (October 2021),
https://doi.org/10.1063/PT.3.4865
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Rock Art Hot Spots
How to visit rock imagery sites like an archaeologist, Elizabeth Hora, SHPO, October 27, 2021
https://www.ksl.com/article/50269345/how-to-visit-rock-imagery-sites-like-an-archaeologist
How to visit sites like an archaeologist, Elizabeth Hora, Public Archaeologist, SHPO, October 8, 2021
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lzL-RnGPUEo

Calendar and URARA Events
Nov 6

UCSS on-line site steward training UCSS Training.pdf

Nov 6
Nov 15-16

SDRAA Rock Art 2021 Virtual Symposium 10:00 AM PDT
www.sdraa.org
URARA Field Trip Gold Butte

Nov 18

URARA On-line presentation 7:00 MST

2022
June 17-20

ARARA Conference, Great Falls, Montana
https://arara.wildapricot.org/Conf-Call-For-Papers-2022.

URARA field trips are available to members only. Vaccinations required. For information or signup, go to https://urara.wildapricot.org/events, or contact Wanda Gayle at wgayle@sisna.com.
Registration will open approximately 45 days prior to the start of the field trip. At that time you
may register until the set number of participants is filled; then your name will be added to the
waiting list.
Dixie Archaeological Society (DAS), St George, meets on the second Wednesday of the month,
Saturday field trips once a month. http://www.dixierockart.com/
San Diego Rock Art Association (SDRAA) meets at the Kumeyaay Center in Poway every other
month, sometimes on the first Sunday, sometimes not. https://sandiegorockart.org/meetings
Now on-line.
American Rock Art Research Association (ARARA) is hosting on-line events. URARA members
can access for free. Registration at: https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures
Utah Public Archaeology Network (UPAN). Calendar of events and monthly newsletter.
https://history.utah.gov/antiquities/upan
Utah Humanities Public Events
https://utahhumanities.org/index.php/component/com_calendar/Itemid,184/component,com_c
alendar/id,2203/view,event/
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URARA Board and Officers
Utah Rock Art Research Association: Box 511324, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-1324. www.utahrockart.org .

Contact information -

utahrockartresearchassoc@gmail.com

2021 URARA Board and Officers
Kent Williams, President
Connie Bridge, Vice President
Carol Duecker, Treasurer
Nina Bowen, Secretary
Troy Scotter, Website Manager
Leigh Grench
Darlene Koerner
Wanda Gayle
John McHugh
Committee Chairs and Appointees
Tribal Liaison
Historian/Archives
Website/Membership
Conservation/Preservation
Documentation
Education
Research
Field Trips
Symposium Chair
Publications Editor
Vestiges Editor
Board Nominations

Carol Patterson
Keith Fessenden
Troy Scotter
Troy Scotter
Leigh Grench
John McHugh
Darlene Koerner
Wanda Gayle
Connie Bridge
Dennis DeVore
Ben Everitt
Werner Duecker

URARA Conservation Coordinators
BLM District
Field Office
Coordinator
Coordiantor Lead
Diana Acerson
Canyon Counry
Moab
Pam & Quent Baker
Canyon Country Monticello
Werner Duecker
Carol Duecker
Paria River
Kanab
Jeff Frey
Color Country
Cedar City
Gina Hupka
Color Country
St. George
Nina Bowen
Color Country
Richfield
Jeff Roberts
Green River
Vernal
Tim Sweeney
Darlene Koerner
Green River
Price
Layne Miller
West Desert
Fillmore
Paula Quay
West Desert
Salt Lake
Steve Acerson
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