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From the Prez  
Kent Williams 
 
Hello URARA,   I hope you all remain healthy and happy. I’d like to provide an update on a few 
things I wrote about in the February issue of Vestiges. 
 
I know that many of you are anxious to know when we can again offer guided field trips. A team of 
folks led by Wanda Gayle has been working hard to answer that question and Wanda has written 
an article that can be found later in this issue, to let you all know where things are at. Some of you 
may wish to do site visits on your own or with friends, and that’s great, but please remember that 
you would not be representing URARA in an official capacity. While we expect members to adhere 
to site etiquette and visitation ethics during all site visits, guided URARA field trips have additional 
requirements, including gaining approval from the land owner/land manager. 
 
The annual symposium is another event that is important to many of you. Current plans are to hold 
the symposium in Vernal this year, contingent on conditions related to the pandemic. We are still 
on track to be able to make a decision in the mid-April time frame. Things seem to be looking up on 
the vaccine front, with outlooks nationally projecting widespread availability by late summer, but 
we will continue to monitor the situation, and of course will be following State and National 
guidelines and recommendations regarding large gatherings.  Connie Bridge is leading the charge 
for symposium planning and she will be providing more detail in an upcoming Vestiges issue. 
Volunteer opportunities are another area of interest for some of you, and we expect to be able to 
describe a number of them soon. URARA received a grant to help work with the Utah State 
Historical Preservation Office (SHPO) on site stewardship, and we hope to work with BLM on 
conservation projects at the Field Office level. You can expect more information in later issues of 
Vestiges and other information formats as those opportunities develop. 
 
Until next time,       Kent 
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Update From the Field Trip Committee 
Wanda Gayle 
 

 
 
The field trip committee meets every month to work on issues at the very heart of URARA. Yes, the 
committee modestly thinks that field trips are the most important part of URARA's mission to 
understand the value of rock art and to encourage appreciation and enjoyment. Each year, URARA 
field trips inspire, amaze, and educate URARA members.  
 
That is, they did until Spring 2020. That's when URARA reluctantly suspended all field trips until 
the pandemic allowed members to gather safely. We're still waiting.  
 
However, we are optimistic that URARA can restart field trips in the fall. Right now, we are 
developing a post-COVID field trip plan that includes updating field trip guidelines, creating a list 
of active trip leaders, looking at high-demand issues, and confirming relationships with the public 
lands managers who caretake the landscape we roam.  
 
In the meantime, here are some ideas for getting your rock art fix:  

 Visit rock art in your region with a small group of socially-distanced friends. 

 Read URARA symposium papers on the URARA website.  

 Watch URARA online presentations on YouTube or webinars sponsored by the Colorado 
Rock Art Association, the American Rock Art Research Association, and the Crow Canyon 
Archaeological Center. 

 Visit archaeology collections at museums such as the Natural History Museum (Salt Lake 
City), the Museum of the San Rafael (Castle Dale), the Edge of the Cedars State Park 
Museum (Blanding), and the Prehistoric Museum (Price).  

 
We'll let you know when you can get back on the rock art trail with URARA. 
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A Call to Help stop Vandalism  
Diana Aceerson 
 
Steve and I, on behalf of URARA, are looking for people who would like to share some time with us 
and learn about our efforts to stop vandalism of rock art sites.  If you have the time and wish to do 
something that will help to preserve amazing rock art images in the state of Utah, please text or call.   

      
We have initiated a program where we are reaching out to communities that have rock art sites 
within their vicinities.  We want to share information with them to distribute to their residents.  We 
just need more bodies to make that happen.  We have identified about 60 town/cities in Utah that 
we would like to give information to and educate them about what petroglyphs and pictographs 
are, why it’s important to protect them from removal, destruction, and vandalism, and how having 
rock art close by can benefit their communities.  The first 20 towns/cities, are the ones we have 
selected as the most critical to contact.  If we can just reach out to the community leaders, that 
would be amazing.   So far, we have been really successful, but it is a bigger project than what the 
two of us can do.  It would be an opportunity if you live in or near one of these cities or towns, for 
you to do something special for your community. 
 
With COVID-19 restrictions, we have been limited, but there is still a lot we can do.  If you would 
like to help, please contact us.   We can explain the program to you, and then you can decide what 
part you can play in this effort.  We really need YOU! 
 
So please call/text Diana 435-262-7044 or Steve 385-985-5402, or email us at dace1950@gmaIL.com. 

              

mailto:dace1950@gmaIL.com
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Cataloguing Rock Art Enhances “Hands-On” 
Learning   
John McHugh  
 
Not all students are “book learners.” Many find the old “learning by doing” approach a far better way to 
absorb new concepts and experience the world. Avery Jones is one of those students. He himself will tell 
you that he gets mediocre grades, mostly because he rarely completes his classroom assignments and 
homework. All that changes, however, when he finds himself confronted with a hands-on task that needs 
to be completed. Taking part in the Blessed Sacrament School Archaeology Club (5th--8th grade) has 
provided him with just such an opportunity.  

Avery joined the “Shovel Bums” in the late summer of 2018, when he was a 5th grader. During that 
school year (2018-19) he took part in every Friday afternoon field experience—traveling out to the Smith 
Preserve to assist SHPO in cataloguing the more than three-hundred panels that dot that site. “I love 
hiking out to find the rock art,” he said recently, “And I love to take the measurements of the panels, fill 
in all the IMACS data, take the compass readings, sketch, and then photograph the images.”  

 

Then 5th grader, Avery Jones, does a little bushwhacking at the Smith Archaeological Preserve 
with Mr. McHugh in April 2019.  
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His teacher, Mr. McHugh, who doubles as an archaeologist and supervisor of the Shovel Bums, can 
assure SHPO that Avery’s work is spot on. “Avery’s meticulous about details. And he works until the job 
is completed, even if he’s the last one standing—which he often is.” Although only eleven-years-old at 
the time, Jones was one of the rock art cataloguing stars at the Smith Preserve before the Covid virus hit, 
often surpassing his peers in the number of panels recorded per outing.    

     

Even after his classmates have packed up for the day a solitary Jones works tirelessly until all aspects 
of the IMACS site forms have been accurately completed.  

Although Jones was not old enough to take part in the Cottonwood Pithouse Village excavation in Nine 
Mile Canyon back in September 2018 (only Middle Schoolers were permitted), that didn’t stop him from 
taking part in the extensive lab work necessary to properly identify, process, and catalogue then scores of 
artifacts retrieved in excavation. Avery, and several other Shovel Bums, joined Montgomery 
Archaeological Consulting’s Jody Patterson and Price Prehistoric Museum’s curator Tim Reilly on a 
couple of Saturdays cleaning, classifying, and labeling the cultural objects collected during that 
excavation. Jones found these hard, tedious tasks “enjoyable and rewarding.” The data he has compiled 
will be indispensable to Patterson, as he hopes to discern if the Cottonwood Pithouse Village was indeed 
a production site for Fremont-age shale and slate ornamental beads. 
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Avery Jones weighs and labels artifacts excavated during the Cottonwood Pithouse excavation at Nine 
Mile Canyon.  
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While Jones considers recording rock art sites at the Smith Preserve memorable, he lists the Shovel 
Bum’s three-day, two-night trip to Vernal in June 2019 as an “unforgettable experience.” He 
considers hiking to the pictographs and petroglyphs, viewing the amazing rock art, eating a Dutch-
oven dinner cooked by Darlene Koerner and Tim Sweeney, and having fun with his friends on that 
camping trip the highlight of Archaeology Club thus far.  

And as more vaccines are dispensed and Covid cases diminished we can envision a time in the near 
future where a long, overnight camping trip spent viewing and cataloguing rock art in the Uintah 
Basin will be on the docket. 
 
 
 
 
 

Rock Art in the News 
 
Zigzag lines and other protective patterns in Palaeolithic and Mesolithic art Peter VangPetersen 
Quaternary International Volume 573, 30 January 2021, Pages 66-74  

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2019.09.029 
 
Impacts of scientific approaches on Rock Art research: global perspectives  
Quaternary International Volume 572, 20 January 2021 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2020.10.033 
 
Dating Iberian prehistoric rock art: Methods, sampling, data, limits and interpretations 
Quaternary International Volume 572, 20 January 2021, Pages 88-105 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2020.08.048 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S1040618219307657?dgcid=raven_sd_via_email#!
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/10406182
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/10406182/573/supp/C
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2019.09.029
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2020.10.033
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.quaint.2020.08.048
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Monthly URARA Zoom Presentation  
Richard Jenkinson  

 
A Close Look at Hades Shelter March 25, 2021, on Zoom 

Hades Shelter is located in a remote and very difficult to access area of northern Arizona. The rock 
art is is considered to be Late Archaic. This presentation will closely examine the pictographs, using 
DStretch enhancement to bring out hidden details.  
 

 

Watch your email for notification and sign-up information.  

If you missed any of last year’s presentations, or would like to see them again, they are available on 

our website under the MEMBERS > YOUTUBE PRESENTATIONS 

https://urara.wildapricot.org/YouTube-Presentations   

If you are interested in being a presenter, everyone is welcome to present. It could be a topic you 

have been researching or a recent visit to your favorite rock art site. If you are interested in being a 

speaker, or if you know someone that you think would be interesting to hear, please let Werner 

Duecker know at wdeck.wd@gmail.com  

https://urara.wildapricot.org/YouTube-Presentations
mailto:wdeck.wd@gmail.com
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Calendar and URARA Events  
 

Jun 11-14 ARARA Symposium Great Falls Montana 

July TBA URARA Field Trip Dinwoody, Wyoming 

Aug 5-9 Pecos Conference, Mancos Colorado https://www.pecosconference.org 

Oct 1-4 URARA Symposium 

Oct 13-16  Great Basin Anthropological Conference Las Vegas 
https://greatbasinanthropologicalassociation.org  

 
URARA field trips are available to members only.  For information or sign-up, please go to 
https://urara.wildapricot.org/events, or contact Cheryl Ames at cheryl_e_ames@msn.com,              
303-940-2043. Registration will open approximately 45 days prior to the start of the field trip. At 
that time you may register until the set number of participants is filled; then your name will be 
added to the waiting list. 
 
Southern Nevada Rock Art Association (SNRAA), Las Vegas, meets on the 4th Monday of the 
month.  http://snraa.org/snraa.org/EVENTS.html 
 
Dixie Archaeological Society (DAS), St George, meets on the second Wednesday of the month, 
Saturday field trips once a month.   http://www.dixierockart.com/ 
 
Colorado Archaeological Association, Grand Junction Chapter meets on the second Monday of the 
month.   https://www.meetup.com/CAS-GJ/ 
 
San Diego Rock Art Association (SDRAA) meets at the Kumeyaay Center in Poway every other 
month, sometimes on the first Sunday, sometimes not.    https://sandiegorockart.org/meetings 
Now on-line. 
 
Utah Public Archaeology Network  (UPAN).  Calendar of events and monthly newsletter. 
https://history.utah.gov/antiquities/upan 

 
American Rock Art Research Association  (ARARA)  is hosting on-line events.  URARA members 
can access for free. Registration at:  https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures    
 
Don’t forget to check the URARA FACEBOOK PAGE once in while 

 

 

 

 

 

https://urara.wildapricot.org/events
mailto:cheryl_e_ames@msn.com
http://snraa.org/snraa.org/EVENTS.html
http://www.dixierockart.com/
https://www.meetup.com/CAS-GJ/
https://sandiegorockart.org/meetings
https://history.utah.gov/antiquities/upan
https://history.utah.gov/antiquities/upan
https://arara.wildapricot.org/Lectures
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URARA Board and Contacts 
Utah Rock Art Research Association:  Box 511324, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-1324.  www.utahrockart.org . 

 
2020 URARA Board and Officers        Email 
Kent Williams, President         utahrockartresearchassoc@gmail.com 
Connie Bridge, Vice President       5bridges@xmission.com 
Carol Duecker, Treasurer         uraratreasurer@gmail.com 
Nina Bowen, Secretary             ninadbowen@gmail.com 
Troy Scotter, Website Manager       troyscotter@gmail.com 
Leigh Grench              lggrench@yahoo.com 
Darlene Koerner            timdar@ubtanet.com 
Wanda Gayle            wgayle@sisna.com 
John McHugh            jjmchugh72164@comcast.net 
 
Committee Chairs and Appointees   
Tribal Liaison     Carol Patterson     urraca2fly@gmail.com 
Historian/Archives   Keith Fessenden     khfessenden@gmail.com 
Website/Membership   Troy Scotter      troyscotter@gmail.com 
Conservation/Preservation Troy Scotter      troyscotter@gmail.com 

Documentation    Leigh Grench        lggrench@yahoo.com 
Education      John McHugh      jjmchugh72164@comcast.net 
Research         Darlene Koerner     timdar@ubtanet.com 
Field Trips      Wanda Gayle      wgayle@sisna.com 
Symposium Chair    Connie Bridge      5bridges@xmission.com   
Publications Editor   Dennis DeVore     ddv48@mac.com 
Vestiges Editor    Ben Everitt      rockdoc@xmission.com 
Board Nominations   Werner Duecker     wdeck.wd@gmail.com 

 
URARA Conservation Coordinators 
BLM District  Field Office  Coordinator          Email  

Coordinator Lead      Diana Acerson dace1950@gmail.com 

Canyon Counry    Moab   Pam & Quent Baker   2pnqbaker@gmail.com     
Canyon Country      Monticello  Werner Duecker    wdeck.wd@gmail.com   
          Carol Duecker     dueckercm@gmail.com   
Paria River     Kanab   Jeff Frey      condor@kanab.net 
Color Country          Cedar City   Gina Hupka     redrockgina@infowest.com  
Color Country          St. George  Nina Bowen     ninadbowen@gmail.com  
Color Country          Richfield   Jeff Roberts      jeffroberts@cut.net 
Green River          Vernal   Tim Sweeney     dryforktim@gmail.com 
          Darlene Koerner    timdar@ubtanet.com 
Green River          Price    Layne Miller     laynemiller@yahoo.com  
West Desert          Fillmore   Paula Quay      paulaquay@ymail.com 
West Desert          Salt Lake   Steve Acerson      whiteh20rockart@gmail.com 
 

http://www.utahrockart.org/
https://webmail.xmission.com/horde3/imp/compose.php?to=utahrockartresearchassoc%40gmail.com&thismailbox=INBOX
mailto:5bridges@xmission.com
https://webmail.xmission.com/horde3/imp/compose.php?to=uraratreasurer%40gmail.com&thismailbox=INBOX
mailto:ninadbowen@gmail.com
mailto:troyscotter@gmail.com
mailto:lggrench@yahoo.com
mailto:timdar@ubtanet.com
mailto:wgayle@sisna.com
mailto:jjmchugh72164@comcast.net
mailto:urraca2fly@gmail.com
mailto:khfessenden@gmail.com
mailto:troyscotter@gmail.com
mailto:troyscotter@gmail.com
mailto:lggrench@yahoo.com
mailto:ninadbowen@gmail.com
mailto:timdar@ubtanet.com
mailto:wgayle@sisna.com
mailto:5bridges@xmission.com
mailto:ddv48@mac.com
mailto:rockdoc@xmission.com
mailto:wdeck.wd@gmail.com
mailto:dace1950@gmail.com
mailto:2pnqbaker@gmail.com
mailto:wdeck.wd@gmail.com
mailto:dueckcm@gmail.com
mailto:condor@kanab.net
mailto:redrockgina@infowest.com
mailto:ninadbowen@gmail.com
https://webmail.xmission.com/horde3/imp/compose.php?to=jeffroberts%40cut.net&thismailbox=INBOX
mailto:dryforktim@gmail.com
mailto:timdar@ubtanet.com
mailto:laynemiller@yahoo.com
https://webmail.xmission.com/horde3/imp/compose.php?to=paulaquay%40ymail.com&thismailbox=INBOX

