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From the Prez
Werner Duecker
It seems as if spring may finally be here. We hit 70 degrees this week here in Grand Junction for the
first time this year and the rains seem to have stopped. I’m sure that 100 degrees won’t be far
behind. So, get out and enjoy the weather now!
As I reported last month, we have had a tremendous interest in the monthly field trips. They often
fill within hours after registration opens. We’d love to allow everyone to go, but our group size is
limited by the Federal land agencies to a maximum of 12 people on a trip. Once the trip is full, we
must close registration, but everyone after that has the option to sign up on a wait list. If someone
drops out, then we take people from the wait list in the order that they signed up.
Occasionally people who have registered for a trip do not show up and do not notify the trip leader
that they will not be coming. This has caused the trip to be delayed while the rest of the group waits
to see whether they’re running late, which inconveniences everyone. But more importantly it means
that someone on the waitlist is denied a chance to go on the trip. On one recent field trip there were
six no-shows, which means that six waitlisted people that wanted to go were unable to take those
unused places.
Reluctantly the URARA Board has decided we need to get tough on no-shows. Please read the full
field trip registration policy posted below. We understand that last-minute emergencies may come
up that prevent someone from making the trip, but please, if you’re signed up for a trip and can’t
make it, cancel and let us know as soon as possible so others can enjoy the trip.
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And while I’m on the topic of field trips, a big “thank you” to all the trip leaders who volunteer
their time and knowledge to make these field trips happen. Their generosity is what makes them
possible.
On a lighter note, I have good news for those of you following the Moab Historic Register
nomination saga. Leigh Grench writes “Yahoo! After almost 20 years the Moab Rock Art and
Archaeology of Colorado’s River System has made it to the Keeper! This means that all the BLM
hoops have been completed for 199 sites located in and around Moab, focusing on rock art sites
found along the Colorado River and its tributaries are now on the Federal Register. Over the years
so many people have been instrumental in making this happen, we are grateful for all your hard
work, diligence, and prodding to see this project through. You know it’s because of optimistic and
dogged folks like URARA members that this can and did happen. We especially want to thank Pam
and Quent Baker, Dell Crandell, Claudia Berner, Marty and Darrell Thomas, Dave Manley, Diana
and Steve Acerson, and Troy Scotter but we bet just about everyone who had anything to do with
recording sites in and around Moab contributed to this massive undertaking. Thank you one and
all.” This is great news and kudos to Leigh for all her hard work and perseverance!
The Moab Historic Register nomination is a great example of what URARA volunteers can do to
protect and preserve the Utah rock art that we all love. I encourage everyone to become involved,
whether just attending field trips or helping on one of our volunteer projects. I hope I see you
somewhere along the way. - Werner

URARA Field Trip Policy
Werner Duecker
The following URARA Field Trip Policy has been created by the URARA board regarding field trip
registration and cancellation and is effective immediately.
 At the time of online registration, a confirmation email will be sent to all registrants with
important trip information. It will also include a reminder of the cancellation policy and
directions on how to cancel if they cannot make the trip.
 Prior to two weeks before the trip date, registrants can cancel online or by calling the Field
Trip Coordinator (FTC). After two weeks prior to the trip date, online cancellation will be
disabled and registrants must call the FTC directly in order to cancel.
 Approximately three weeks prior to the trip date a second reminder email will be sent to all
registrants reminding them of the upcoming trip and of the cancelation policy. Instructions
on how to cancel and the contact information for the FTC will also be provided.
 Failing to cancel, as directed above, prior to the day of the field trip and not showing up for
the trip (a no-show) will result in the following actions: After the first no-show an email will
be sent reminding them of the URARA Field Trip Policy and the significance and
consequences of not showing up for a field trip. After the second no-show they will blocked
from going on field trips for 6 months from the date of the second field trip.
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After each field trip the Field Trip Leader will send the FTC a list of people who did not
show up.
The Field Trip Coordinator will keep a list of no-shows and each month will, within a few
days after the trip opens for registration, check the names against the registrants. If someone
has registered that has been blocked, they will be removed from the list and the first person
on the waiting list added in their place. An email will be sent notifying both people of the
change.
This policy applies to all field trips including symposium field trips.

Symposium Workshop Ideas
Connie Bridge
Mark Sept. 26-30 for our 2019 URARA Symposium in the St. George Utah area. Thursday
(Sept. 26) will be workshops, Friday (27) will be field trips and Melon social
(pre-distribution of name tags and dinner ticket), Saturday and Sunday (28-29) will be
guest speakers, and Monday (30) will be another day of field trips.
Please help us plan our workshop day by letting us know what your interests are. Here is
a list of possible workshops:
1.
New member orientation URARA 101: We will go over what the goals of URARA are. We
will teach you how to navigate our web page, how to access videos, how to sign up for field
trips, who your board of directors is, find publications, and many more important things
all new members should know.
2.
New member orientation URARA 102: An introduction to what rock art is, know how to
identify different ages and styles, what is a classic Vernal style or what is the time
period of the basket makers, and how do they differ. And then a field trip to point out
some differences in those styles.
3.
Rock Art Documentation. What the process is for documenting a rock art site and why it
is important to do this. And a field trip for hands on experience.
4.
D-stretch and Photo shop.
5.
Rock Art Photography with a field trip to follow up and to practice.
6.
Archaeo-astronomical: Documentation on solar and astronomical sites with a field trip.
7.
Crafts with a Rock Art Flair: Wood burning, glass etching, gourd painting, rock
painting, Quilt blocks. Any craft you might be interested in.
Are you interested in any of these? Please email or call me with your ideas. And we are always
looking for volunteers to help set up venue, to lead field trips, and to teach workshops. Please let us
know if you are able to help in any way.
Thanks!

Connie Bridge, 5bridges@xmission.com, 801 891-8040
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Symposium Call for Presentations
David Sucec

Canaan Gap Panel

Utah Rock Art Research Association 39th Annual Symposium
Call for Proposals for Presentations
Deadline for proposals is July 07, 2019
The Symposium Committee announces a call for proposals for presentations for the Utah
Rock Art Research Association 39th Annual Symposium, September 26 – 30, 2019 in
Washington/St. George, Utah.
Proposals should have a Title and Abstract. Abstracts should not be more than 200
words. The deadline for proposals is July 17th, 2019. We ask that everyone submitting a
proposal for consideration honor the deadline so we can finalize the program in a timely
manner.
Preference will be given to presentations that relate to Utah rock art. Presentations will
be allowed a maximum of 30 minutes; site reports a maximum of 20 minutes. Abstracts will
be reviewed for suitability, balance of points-of-view, and to ensure that the number of
papers does not exceed the time available for presentations. All presentations must be in
Power Point.
Accepted presenters will receive a $100 Honorarium to help with expenses, free
Symposium registration, and will be guests of URARA at the banquet.
Deadline for proposals is July 17, 2019.
* Please send abstracts to David Sucec, Presentation Coordinator, preferably by email to
bcsroject@xmission.com or by surface mail to 832 Sego Avenue, Salt Lake City, UT 84102.
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Potential Symposium Speakers
David Sucec
The Presentation Committee is seeking potential speakers for our September Symposium. Please
recommend any individuals who you think would be an interesting and informative presenter.
Please send to David Sucec, bcsproject@xmission.com. Please include their names and credentials,
contact info, and a brief description of what they can offer.

Volunteer for Presentation Committee
David Sucec
The Symposium Committee is seeking a URARA member who would be willing to work on the
Presentation Committee and would be willing to step into the Presentation Coordinator’s position
in the future. Ideally, the individual would have to be willing to learn the process of recruiting and
evaluating speakers and their proposals. The ability to attend other rock art conferences and
symposia (eg., ARARA, CRAA, SDRAA, SAA). The individual would need to be conversant with
the research literature of prehistoric rock art (particularly Utah and the Colorado Plateau). Please
contact David with recommendations or nominations, whether it is for yourself or recommending
someone else.

New Website Payment Processor
Margo Fenton
The payment processing entity for URARA’s website has changed to AFFINITY. We will no longer
be using PayPal's platform. AFFINITY is our website's choice provider and works intimately with
the website, so there are several advantages, including not being sent to a third party processing
entity for website payments. There may be a few bugs to work out while we transfer to this new
system...if you encounter any difficulties, please let me know and we will find a solution.
Thank you!

Margo Fenton, URARA Treasurer, 435-640-2275, fourfen@comcast.net

Log Your Volunteer Hours on the Web Site
Margo Fenton
Don’t forget to log your volunteer hours on the URARA website>Members>Members forum.
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Book Review: Images of Dinetah
Richard Jenkinson
Images of Dinetah: Reflections of Past Life in the San Juan Basin of New Mexico
By Bob Young and James M. Copeland

Self-Published, 2018
197 pages, 8” X 9 1/2”
250 color rock art photos on 160 pages
10 pages of black and white photos of Dinetah ruins
19 pages of writing by James Copeland describing Dinetah and characteristics of the rock art
ISBN 10 1532382731
ISBN 13 1532382734
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URARA member Bob Young has put out a fine new book on the rock art and ruins of Dinetah. It is
part coffee table style photo book and part expert analysis. In addition to Bob’s professional quality
photographs, archaeologist James Copland provides a fine survey of Dinetah’s cultural history, as
well as a description of some of the subjects of the Navajo rock art in the area.
I have done a lot of my own research on Dinetah rock art in the past year, and I can safely say that
this book is easily the best resource on the subject. Those of you who have been fortunate enough to
attend a URARA field trip to Dinetah with Dave Manley and Tom Hahl will recognize some of
these images, but the book goes beyond the commonly seen images of the area to include photos of
lesser known but equally fascinating rock art. Bob Young was a physican in the Farmington area for
17 years. James Copeland was the BLM’s senior archaeologist in the Farmington area from 1991 to
2016. They are true experts on the cultural resources of the Dinetah area, and we are fortunate that
they have shared so much of their knowledge of the area with us through this book.
Dinetah is located in northwestern New Mexico, east of Farmington. In the 1600’s and 1700’s, it was
occupied by the people who became known as the Navajo. Athbaskans and Pueblo refugees joined
together and formed a culture that is primarily Athbaskan with a great deal of Pueblo influence. It
is in this area that many of the Navajo ceremonies were first performed. Most of the Navajo rock art
was probably made between the late 1600’s and 1750. After 1750, Navajos moved to the Canyon de
Chelly area and the rock art imagery of Dinetah evolved into the sandpainting imagery that is still
used today. This sacred rock art imagery is beautifully captured and expertly analyzed in this book.
Images of Dinetah receives my highest recommendation! The only catch is the cost. Because it is selfpublished, it is very expensive. Amazon lists it at $75. Bob Young offers it on his website
(rockartfineart.com) at the same price, but with free shipping. If you have an interest in Dinetah and
a few extra dollars in your pocked, this is the book to get.

Bluff Trip Report, March 16-17
Dave Manley
The Bluff Field trip was a great success! During the week before Bluff received three days of rain
and local residents said water was standing everywhere. During the next two days conditions dried
out nicely. Saturday morning began cool but warmed up nicely. We visited Upper Butler during
the morning and looked at the extensive group of panels along the cliff face. We continued up river
looking at sites, stopping for lunch at very nice site called Moki Steps. We made our way back to
the cars and traveled to Bluff to visit the Sand Dune Site above town. The light was good and
flowers were blooming in the seeps along the wall. The next day was spent looking at sites along
the base of Cedar Mesa before we headed home.
For this trip I had 6 no shows. Two were due to a medical issue and had to cancel the morning of
the trip. As you know, URARA Field Trips are very popular with the members and they fill up
quickly. There are often a dozen or more people on the wait list. If you are signed up for a trip and
can't make it, please cancel your reservation and allow other people to move onto the trip. Looking
forward to seeing you next month in New Mexico!
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Calendar and URARA Fieldtrips 2019
April 13-14

NewMexico 2-day trip, Dave Manley

April 13

Snake Gulch, Arizona 1 day, Steve Acerson

May 10-11

Emery County area 2-day trip

May 15-16

Vernal -Manila

June 14-17

ARARA Annual Conference, Flagstaff, AZ

June 20-22

Green River area, 3 days

July 13-15

Delta, Utah, 30 day trip

July 26-27

Colorado High altitude trip, 2 days

August 16-19

URARA Picnic, Boulder Mountain, Singletree Campground, Grp site B

September 26-30

URARA Symposium, Washington County Legacy Park

October 17-18

Uah Lake Area, 2 days

November TBD

Moab-Monticello area

URARA field trips are available to members only. For information or sign-up, please go to
https://urara.wildapricot.org/events, or contact Cheryl Ames at cheryl_e_ames@msn.com,
303-940-2043. Registration will open approximately 45 days prior to the start of the field trip. At
that time you may register until the set number of participants is filled; then your name will be
added to the waiting list.
Southern Nevada Rock Art Association (SNRAA), Las Vegas, meets on the 4th Monday of the
month; see: http://snraa.org/snraa.org/EVENTS.html
Dixie Archaeological Society (DAS), St George, meets on the second Wednesday of the month;
see: http://www.dixierockart.com/
Colorado Archaeological Association, Grand Junction Chapter meets on the second Monday of the
month https://www.meetup.com/CAS-GJ/
San Diego Rock Art Association (SDRAA) meets at the Kumeyaay Center in Poway every other
month, sometimes on the first Sunday, sometimes not. http://sandiegorockart.org/meetings

Happy Anniversary URARA…
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URARA Board and Contacts
Utah Rock Art Research Association: Box 511324, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-1324. www.utahrockart.org .
2018 URARA Board and Officers
Werner Duecker, President
Connie Bridge, Vice President
Carol Duecker, acting Secretary
Margo Fenton, Treasurer
Dennis DeVore, Publications Ed.
Keith Fessenden, Archives
Cheryl Ames, Field Trip Coordinator
Lynn Benson
Darlene Koerner
Leigh Grench
Geoff Hardies
Kent Williams

Phone
970-685-9630
801-891-8040
970-985-9233
435-640-2275
970-256-7887
303-907-5184
303-940-2043
801-602-5549
435-789-2299
435-260-9113
801-953-7829
801-674-2710

URARA Appointees
Archives
Keith Fessenden
Database
Troy Scotter
Education
Gina Hupka
Field Trips
Cheryl Ames
Mailing
Barbara Saxon,
Membership
Lois Mansfield
Symposium chair Connie Bridge
Vestiges editor
Ben Everitt
Website Manager Tom Getts

303-907-5184
801-377-6901
435-772-3383
303-940-2043
720-863-8872
435-634-1787
801-891-8040
435-986-0075
970-533-1861

URARA Conservation Coordinators
BLM District Field Office
Coordinator
Coordinator Lead
Diana Acerson
Canyon Counry
Moab
Pam & Quent Baker
Canyon Country
Monticello Werner Duecker
Carol Duecker
Color Country
Cedar City Gina Hupka
Color Country
St. George Nina Bowen
Color Country
Kanab
Jeff Frey
Color Country
Richfield Kent Williams
Green River
Vernal
Tim Sweeney
Darlene Koerner
Green River
Price
Layne Miller
West Desert
Fillmore DeLoy Norton
West Desert
Salt Lake Steve Acerson
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Email
utahrockartresearchassoc@gmail.com
5bridges@xmission.com
dueckercm@gmail.com
fourfen@comcast.net
ddv48@mac.com
khfessenden@gmail.com
cheryl_e_ames@msn.com
bettyandlynn@gmail.com
timdar@ubtanet.com
lggrench@yahoo.com
ghardies2@msn.com
willikb15@gmail.com
khfessenden@gmail.com
troyscotter@gmail.com
redrockgina@infowest.com
cheryl_e_ames@msn.com
fredbarb900@gmail.com
lem@virginia.edu
5bridges@xmission.com
rockdoc@xmission.com
tomgetts@gmail.com

Phone
435-262-7044
435-259-5558
970-685-9630
970-985-9233
435-772-3383
801-499-0585
435-644-8471
801-674-2710
435-828-3647
435-789-2299
435-820-4326
801-571-0935
385-985-5402

Email
dace1950@gmail.com
2pnqbaker@gmail.com
wdeck.wd@gmail.com
dueckercm@gmail.com
redrockgina@infowest.com
ninadbowen@gmail.com
condor@kanab.net
willikb15@gmail.com
dryforktim@gmail.com
timdar@ubtanet.com
laynemiller@yahoo.com
dlnorton5@hotmail.com
whiteh20rockart@gmail.com

