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President’s Letter
By Richard Jenkinson

It's not too late to register for this year's symposium, but don’t bother to mail in anything after
September 26, because it will likely languish in the post office until November.  Just make your way
to Escalante and register on-site. Last minute instructions for field trips will be Thursday evening
7:00-8:30 at the Escalante City Park pavilion, 50 W 100 North.

Thursday 7-8:30 pm: Field Trip Meeting, Pavillion, City Park, 50 W. 100 North
Friday: Field Trips
Friday Eve 6-8 pm: Watermelon Social, Symposium Registration, Pavillion at City Park

50 W. 100 North.
Saturday 8:00 am Symposium at Escalante High School, 800 East SR-12; registration at 7:30
Sunday 8:00 Symposium presentations at Escalante High School, 800 Ease SR-12
Monday Field trips

Preliminary program and registration forms are in August Vestiges (utahrockart.org). Keynote
speakers will be Joel Janetski and Sally Cole. At last check, lodging in town is pretty much booked
up.  There are still unoccupied junipers out on the BLM, and it hardly ever rains the first weekend
in October.

Carol Garner reminds us that it's time to think about donations for the auction. Think of something
rock art-related and interesting, educational, exciting, or just plain funny that you can bring to add
to the fun(d)raising. Our auction is a traditional and exciting addition to the yearly banquet. For
questions or to send a donation if you are not able to attend, please contact Carol Garner at
gypscholar@aol.com
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Volunteers Needed
Barbara Green

Volunteers are needed to help with Symposium break food. If you can spare some time for this,
please contact Barbara Green at barbaragreen1977@msn.com or phone (801) 466-7702, leave a
message.

Royal Kirk Neilson, 1923-2015

Long time URARA member
Kirk Neilson passed away
on September 4.  Kirk loved
the desert and hunting for
rock art; we would often
find his trailer parked under
the junipers on some red-dirt
back road, with his dog
Babe.  “Kirk’s Grotto”, and
“Babe’s Bluff” are names
now firmly attached to the
landscape.

See: http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/deseretnews/obituary.aspx?n=royal-kirk-
neilson&pid=175750545
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Rock Art in the News
Various contributors

Utah’s Black Dragon not a monster after all, Marissa Fessenden, smithsonian.com, August 24, 2015
http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/winged-monster-utah-rock-art-isnt-monster-all-
180956373/?no-ist

Geology students write names on pictographs.
http://www.ksl.com/?sid=36354489&nid=148&title=rock-art-allegedly-vandalized-by-college-
geology-students

Target practice spoiling Utah’s public lands, Brian Maffley, Salt Lake Trib.
http://www.sltrib.com/news/2798821-155/sure-as-shooting-target-practice-is

West Mountain in New York Times. http://mobile.nytimes.com/2015/08/19/us/a-culture-clash-
over-guns-infiltrates-the-backcountry.html?_r=1

Archaeology Southwest Magazine publishes special issue on Cedar Mesa.
http://www.archaeologysouthwest.org/store/archaeology-southwest/asw28-3-4.html

Mt. Irish rock art included in new Basin and Range National Monument.
http:/www.reviewjournal.com/news/nevada/done-deal-obama-create-basin-and-range-

monument
http:/www.protectbasinandrange.org/about-basin-and-range/history-and-culture/

Paleolithic petroglyphs in Siberia, Anna Liesowska, Siberian Times
http://siberiantimes.com/science/casestudy/news/n0339-these-petroglyphs-believed-to-be-
drawn-8000-to-10000-years-ago-in-remotest-siberia/

Calendar and URARA Fieldtrips
Note that the Christmas party is on TUESDAY this year.

September 12 Field Trip Connor Springs

October 2,3,4,5. URARA Symposium, Escalante

November 7/8. Field Trip Bluff

December 5/6 Field Trip Nine-Mile and Argyle Canyons

December 8
TUESDAY

Annual Christmas party potluck at the indoor
Bicentennial Pavilion, 530 East 8680 South, Sandy, Utah.

To sign up for the November and December fieldtrips, please contact Oscar Olson at 801-485-0862
or Steve Acerson at 385-985-5402 or whiteh20rockart@gmail.com.
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URARA Board Contacts
Utah Rock Art Research Association:  Box 511324, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-1324.
Please address all membership applications/renewals and checks to URARA, Box 1351,
Washington, UT 84780. www.utahrockart.org .

2015 URARA Board
Richard Jenkinson, President 435-260-0918 rcjenkinson@yahoo.com
Steve Acerson, Vice President 385-985-5402 dace1950@gmail.com
Francois Gohier fgohier@simplyweb.net
Joe Brame, Field trips 435-414-0457 urara.joe.brame@gmail.com
Oscar Olson, Fieldtrips 801-485-0862
Paula Quay, Treasurer 435-754-5225 paulaquay@ymail.com
James Farmer 804-231-1215 jfarmer@vcu.edu
Deloy Norton 801-571-0935 dlnorton5@hotmail.com
Nina Bowen, Publications 801-499-0585 nina_bowen@comcast.net

URARA Appointees
Margaret Grochocki, Archives 801-282-5850 margaret.grochocki@gmail.com
Lois Mansfield, Membership 435-634-1787 lem@virginia.edu
Ben Everitt, Vestiges editor 435-986-0075 rockdoc@xmission.com
Barbara Saxon, Mailing 801-262-4432 fredbarb900@gmail.com
Website Manager: Tom Getts 970-533-1861 tomgetts@gmail.com


