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President’s Letter
By Ben Everitt
It was another great symposium! Thanks to all who pitched in and made it work, in spite of a lessthan-perfect venue. Thanks especially to the following people who served us so well. Margaret
Grochocki worried over the details of the program and juggled the schedule when the clock ran
out. Diane Orr organized the Preservation session Paula Quay ran the registration table and paid
the bills. Joe Brame rounded up leaders and got permits for field trips. Troy Scotter always seems to
be there when things need fixing. Thanks to all of you who moved chairs back and forth and
unlosded cargo at the kitchen door. Thanks to Kelly Stowell, who had the work crew there on time
to set up and break down. And thanks to Nina Bowen, who grabbed the mike from me and gave
that good chat about the history of URARA, commuity of interest and how a volunteer organization
needs volunteers to make it work. I am honored to have presided over a growing and active
organization run by such enthusiastic and talented folks.

Calendar and URARA Fieldtrips
December 6-7

Hanksville Field Trip

December 8

Annual Christmas party potluck at the Indoor Bicentennial
Pavilion, 530 East 8680 South, Sandy, Utah.

To sign up for the December fieldtrip, please contact Oscar Olson at 801-485-0862 or Steve Acerson
at 385-985-5402 or whiteh20rockart@gmail.com.
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URARA Holiday Party
Barbara Green

Date:
Time:
Place:

Monday, December 8, 2014
5:30-6 pm, potluck
Sandy City Parks Pavilion, Bicentennial Park

Our program this year will be on two World Heritage Sites: The Cave of Hands and Easter Island.
Barbara Saxon will be calling you to organize the potluck or you may call her at (801) 262-4432.
URARA will furnish the honey-baked ham, utensils, etc. Bicentennial Park is easy to find. There is a
traffic signal light at Main Street and 8720 South. Drive east to the end (about 9 blocks), take a left
and then a right. The building is east of the tennis courts. There is a lot of parking and room inside.
Parks Department rules apply (no alcohol).
We all look forward to this gathering. Please come and enjoy your fellow members. Friends are
welcome.
If you have questions, call Barbara Saxon (801) 262-4432 or Barbara Green (801) 466-7702

URARA 2014 Symposium - Kanab
Nina Bowen
Ben Everitt welcomed everyone to the 34th Annual URARA symposium in Kanab, Utah. The
facilities at the Kanab Middle School were spacious, and the weather was perfect for field trips on
Friday and Monday. Matt Zweifel started presentations by giving everyone a brief prehistory of the
Kanab area’s inhabitants, and he was followed by the keynote speaker Steven Freers. Steve chose
to speak on the ethics of publishing the book Rock Art of the Grand Canyon Region. Don
Christensen, one of the authors of the book, then explained how to identify the styles of rock art
they found in the Grand Canyon region.
Connie Reid explained management techniques used in the Kaibab National Forest, which includes
pitched conservation and not posting sites. Carol Patterson gave an explanation of three rock art
sites and their cultural affiliation to myths of today, and Paula Reynosa related the images of the
Mansard Cave site to Mimbres images. Ekkehart Malotki showed images of cupules from all over
the world and explained their use. David Sucec showed images of Barrier Canyon Style and mixed
images from the northern periphery of his study area in the BCS Project. We were glad to welcome
Nal Morris back from an absence. He talked about the solar pivot and solar motion and how
important they are when making solar observations. Art Cloutier showed images of the H in rock
art and compared it to everyday symbols in Native American life. David Rogers and Von Del
Chamberlain explained how kivas are built in a spiral, and how a spiral is used as a solar marker.
Janet Lever Wood told how the bee plant is boiled down and used for paint on pots as part of her
paper on plants, petroglyphs and place. The final speaker of the day was Rev. Galal Gough, who
spoke about how rock art sites are sacred and how they can revere the creation of life.
Our special dinner speaker was Benn Pikyavit, who thanked us for studying and trying to preserve
rock art. He was followed by a brief presentation by Jonathan Bailey, who showed why the Molen
Reef is worth saving from oil companies. Saturday’s special session on rock art preservation began
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with Charley Bulletts from the Kaibab Paiute tribe. He says the stories on the rocks are for him to
read and interpret to his families, and he thinks we should take out the term rock art and replace it
with rock writing. He told the group that it is still being added to today. When you go to a site, you
should say in your head why you are there.
Diane Orr gave the 2013-2014 preservation report and asked representatives to give details on the
work that is currently being done throughout the state. Diana Acerson presented the membership
with an update on pending oil leases in the state and Troy Scotter detailed the proposed URARA
database of rock art sites, which would be used for URARA’s preservation committee responses to
proposed leases on BLM and State land. The database would also include sites on private land that
could affect public use. After Troy’s presentation there were breakout sessions for preservation and
tools.

Field trip photos by Ben Everett

Membership Meeting Minutes
The annual membership meeting was held at the Symposium on Sunday afternoon. It was well
attended, with about 50 participants.
Proposed digital database
Troy Scotter presented a summary of the proposal for a URARA digital database. There are still
many technical and institutional issues to be worked out:
 Site and panel definitions
 Compatible with other databases if it includes only rock art and not archaeology
Discussion indicated that most members agree with the need for a database, but some are opposed to
the idea and think that a volunteer organization like URARA is not capable of the long-term security
of such information.
Treasurer’s report
Paula Quay presented a review of income and expenditures for 2013, and compared those with
activity to date in 2014. She commented that URARA does have money in the bank which can be
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used for preservation and documentation projects, and urged the membership to submit proposals to
the board.
Election of board members
Nominations were requested to replace 3 board members whose terms expire at the end of
December. Paula Quay and Oscar Olsen, who are ending their first 2-year term, agreed to stand for
re-election. DeLoy Norton was nominated to replace Ben Everitt, whose 2nd 2-year term is expiring.
The nominees were accepted by acclamation.
Location for 2015 Symposium
Nominations were requested for potential sites for the 2015 symposium. Recommended sites, in
order of preference are (1) Escalante, (2) Salt Lake area (not necessarily Salt Lake City itself), and
(3) Delta-Fillmore area. When the new Board organizes itself in January it will begin investigating
sites, beginning with Escalante.
Proposed 2015 Spring Rendezvous
Remembering the success of the spring rendezvous in Page, there was enthusiasm for another Spring
rendezvous in April 2015. The Caliente-Mt Irish country in southeastern Nevada was suggested, but
no one sprang to his/her feet to volunteer to organize it. We need someone familiar with the area to
head a committee to plan the event. Volunteers?

URARA Membership Report
Lois Mansfield
As of October 7, 2014 there were 252 entries in the membership database:
142 Single
107 Family
3 Student
The geographic distribution is as follows:
78 are from UT (31%)
50 are from CO
39 are from CA
23 are from AZ
13 are from NV
49 are from other states and countries
The membership is higher than it has been for several years, increasing 36 since last year.

Delta Field Trip Report
Steve Acerson
With Halloween on Friday, and the threat of a cold and wet weekend, the brave and addicted
members of URARA showed up for an enjoyable time. We gathered at the Great Stone face parking
lot and set up camp Friday night. The wind blew and the clouds began together. The sun did come
up Saturday morning, and those who had traveled during the night, did find their way to the 9:00
starting point.
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We traveled to the Tule Valley and the Ibex Ranch. The rain started to come down, and we became
a little concerned. We pulled off at our first location and looked back at the countryside and saw
two perfect rainbows. So we decided to go ahead with our plans. Our day was filled with sites and
beautiful scenery.
The forecast didn't improve for Sunday, but when we gathered for the day the images were a little
wet and hard to see, but the rain slowed and a breeze dried the surfaces, so we took a few pictures
and the daylight slowly faded. We turned the trucks towards camp and home.
The Delta Wild Bunch consisted of Oscar Olson, Laurel Evans, David Carey, Joe Brame, Gina
Hupka, and Diana and myself.

Photos submtted by Steve Acerson

San Rafael Recording Nov. 7-9
Diane Orr and Troy Scotter
It seemed like a cast of thousands, including URARA and Castle Valley Archeological Society members
showed up at the Big Snake Site on the Moore Cutoff Road near Ferron and Emery on Saturday morning to
work with BLM archaeologist Amber Koski in developing a public rock art site. The group recorded several
rock art panels and considered the future uses of the site. The main panels feature large snakes, graffiti, and
possible evidence of the Spanish Trail. The site will offer both excellent educational and visitation
opportunities. This was a belated work day celebrating Public Land’s Day after our project in September was
rained out.
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URARA, Castle Valley Archeological Society, and BLM volunteers also participated in our Molen Reef rock
art documentation project. We successfully recorded over 15 sites with numerous panels at several locations.
Steve Manning who has spent two weeks recording in the Reef this fall, leads our project on the ground.
He will complete the recording process and submit the records to the BLM and SHPO. If we get a few warm
days in the coming weeks, we will resume recording in the Reef, staying at local motels and eating pizza
in Castle Dale. If you are interested in assisting the project, please contact Diane Orr: 801-231-2065.

Photo: Amber Koski

Cave Springs Recording
Pamela Baker
On November 3, 4, and 5 the Cave Springs site north of Moab was recorded under the leadership of
Leigh Grench, BLM Canyon Country Fuels Archaeologist. URARA members recruited at the
Kanab Symposium assisted. Cow manure in the large alcove had burned last summer and the
shelter was beginning to spall. As you can see from the photo, the ash was a foot deep and it was
necessary to put down boards to stand on. Prehistoric elements were difficult to see as thick
historic graffiti (some back to the 1800s) superimposed much of it.
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Photos submitted by Pam and Quent Baker

URARA Board Contacts

Utah Rock Art Research Association: Box 511324, Salt Lake City, UT 84151-1324.
Please address all membership applications/renewals and checks to URARA, Box 1351, Washington, UT 8478
www.utahrockart.org .
2013 URARA Board
Ben Everitt, President
435-986-0075
rockdoc@xmission.com
Francois Gohier
fgohier@simplyweb.net
Joe Brame, URARA Field trips
801-993-4007
urara.joe.brame@gmail.com
Oscar Olson, URARA Fieldtrips
801-485-0862
Richard Jenkinson, Vestiges Editor 435-260-0918
rcjenkinson@yahoo.com
Paula Quay, Treasurer
435-754-5225
paulaquay@ymail.com
Steve Acerson URARA Fieldtrips
385-985-5402
dace1950@gmail.com
James Farmer
704-231-1215
jfarmer@vcu.edu
URARA Appointees
Lois Mansfield, Membership
Nina Bowen, Publications
Barbara & Fred Saxon, Mailing
Website Manager: Tom Getts

435-634-1787
801-499-0585
801-262-4432
970-533-1861

lem@virginia.edu
nina_bowen@comcast.net
fredbarb900@gmail.com
tomgetts@gmail.com
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