
Historic Inscriptions
& Their Role in Rock Art

Case Study
of Butch Cassidy & The Wild Bunch

with a ...
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What are historical inscriptions?
ω bŀƳŜǎ ϧ 5ŀǘŜǎ
ω tƘǊŀǎŜǎ ϧ {ŀȅƛƴƎǎ
ω {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ ƻǊ CǊŜƴŎƘ ƻǊ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ



They also include...
ω tƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭǎ
ω {ȅƳōƻƭǎ ϧ .ǊŀƴŘǎ
ω ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ tŀƴŜƭǎ

Indigenous or European... does it matter?



We can choose how to judge them...
ω ±ŀƴŘŀƭƛǎƳ
ω DǊŀŦŦƛǘƛ
ω 5ŜǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴ

...or a continual record of passage
ω ! /ǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ /ƻƳǇƻǎƛǘŜ



After European Contact
     wave after wave...

ω {ǇŀƴƛǎƘ 9ȄǇŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ
ω CǳǊ ¢ǊŀǇǇŜǊǎ
ω aƻǊƳƻƴǎ
ω aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ 5ŜǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘǎ
ω wŀƛƭǊƻŀŘŜǊǎ
ω CŀǊƳŜǊǎ ϧ wŀƴŎƘŜǊǎ
ω aƛƴŜǊǎ
ω {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊǎ
ω wƛǾŜǊ wǳƴƴŜǊǎ
ω /ƻǿōƻȅ hǳǘƭŀǿǎ



Juan Onate
1605

El Morro
National Monument

New Mexico



Dominguez-Escalante
        Expedition of 1776

Padre Bay
Lake Powell

Utah

άǇŀǎƻ por Aqui 
!ƴƻ мттсέ

άǇŀǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊŜ 
ȅŜŀǊ мттсέ



Antoine Leroux
1835

Fur Trapper
Uinta Basin



Denis Julien
1836

Mountain Man
&

River Runner

Green River
Near Moab



Antoine Robidoux
1837

Fort & Trading Post
Uinta Basin



I. M. Behunin
1855

Mormon
Elk Mountain 

Mission to 
Establish Town of 

Moab



Carl E. Jensen
1881

Castle Dale
Railroad
Grade

Scandinavians scribe with 
a reverse
άbέ ŀƴŘ ά{έ



Cowboy Outlaws

Butch Cassidy & The Wild Bunch



Outlaw Hideouts
1885 - 1905

ω ¢ƘǊŜŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎ ς CO, WY, UT

ω Black Dotted Line =

        Transcontinental Railroad

ω ¢ƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜŘ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ tŀǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ

        ƛǘǎ  άо-ǎǘŀǘŜ ƎŜǘŀǿŀȅǎέ ŀƴŘ
        easy access to UP Railroad



We will never know for sure

Authentic or Tribute (fake)?

Some Clues...

ω 5ƻ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ϧ ŘŀǘŜǎ ƳŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΚ

ω WƻǳǊƴŀƭǎ ϧ 5ƛŀǊƛŜǎ

ω 5ƻ ƭŜǘǘŜǊŦƻǊƳǎ ƭƻƻƪ мфth century?
        serifs & cursive & flourishes

ω !ǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ƻōǎŎǳǊŜ ǎƛǘŜǎΚMonte & Ella Butler 1897
Robbers Roost Rustlers



The Butch Cassidy Years
1889 - 1902



Three men rob the San 
Miguel Valley Bank in 
Telluride, Colorado

June 24, 1889Tom McCarty

ω ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ϷнмΣллл

ω ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŎŀǳƎƘǘ

ω Lǘ ǿŀǎ .ǳǘŎƘ /ŀǎǎƛŘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŜƛǎǘButch CassidyMatt Warner



Tom McCarty
Matt Warner
Butch Cassidy



The McCartys

September 7, 1893

Tom McCarty

Bill McCarty

Bill McCarty
dead

Fred McCarty
dead

ω ¢ƻƳ ϧ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ .ƛƭƭ aŎ/ŀǊǘȅΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ
        with nephew Fred, rob the
        Farmers & Merchants Bank in
        Delta, Colorado

ω .ƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ CǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǎƘƻǘ ŘŜŀŘ

ω ¢ƻƳ ǊƛŘŜǎ ŀǿŀȅ ǳƴƘǳǊǘΦΦΦ
        ending his outlaw days



Matt Warner

ω !ŦǘŜǊ мууф ¢ŜƭƭǳǊƛŘŜ ōŀƴƪ ƘŜƛǎǘΣ
        he continues his outlaw ways
        in Wyoming & Browns Park

ω муфс ǎŜƴǘŜƴŎŜŘ ǘƻ ¦ǘŀƘ {ǘŀǘŜ  
        Prison for manslaughter

ω Lƴ мфлл ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜǎ ǘƻ
        άǊŜŦƻǊƳέ

ω мфлф ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ
        Peace in Carbonville, Utah

ω мфоу ŘƛŜǎ ƛƴ tǊƛŎŜΣ ¦ǘŀƘ ŀŦǘŜǊ
        becoming a folk hero &
        deputy sheriff

Capitol Reef Area
Buckhorn Wash



Butch Cassidy

Robert Leroy Parker

ω .ƻǊƴ !ǇǊƛƭ моΣ мусс ƛƴ

Beaver, Utah

ω мутф ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ /ƛǊŎƭŜǾƛƭƭŜΣ ¦ǘŀƘ

ω муунΣ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ .ǳǘŎƘ ǿƻǊƪǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ
        shady cowboy named Mike Cassidy who
        ƛǎ ŀ άƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳǎǘƭŜέ

ω мууп .ǳǘŎƘ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ƘƻƳŜ ϧ ŀŘƻǇǘǎ ǘƘŜ
        name Cassidy as an alias

ω ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ά.ǳǘŎƘέ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ



Butch Cassidy

ω !ŦǘŜǊ мууф ¢ŜƭƭǳǊƛŘŜ ōŀƴƪ ƘŜƛǎǘ .ǳǘŎƘ ōǳȅǎ
        ranch near Lander, Wyoming

ω муфп-96 Wyoming State Penitentiary

ω муфс ς 1902 leader of the Wild Bunch
        history implicates him in...
          4 train holdups
          3 bank holdups
          1 mine payroll holdup

ω мфлн .ǳǘŎƘ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴΦΦΦ ǎŜǘǎ ǎŀƛƭ ŦƻǊ
         South America with the Sundance Kid
         & Etta Place.



Butch Cassidy

Inscriptions

άCasady vs Casidyέ

San Rafael Area

San Rafael Area

Photo Credit: Pearl Baker



Butch Cassidy

Robbers Roost Area

Inscriptions

Capitol Reef Area

Capitol Reef Area

Photo Credit: James Knipmeyer



Butch Cassidy

Inscriptions

Browns Park Area

Browns Park Area



Kid Curry

Harvey Logan

ω /ǳǊǊȅ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŎƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ
        from the north ς WY & MT

ω муфт ς 1902 active in the
        Wild Bunch ς most ruthless

ω wŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ƪƛƭƭǎ άŀ ŘƻȊŜƴ ƻǊ ǎƻέ
        people including 5 lawmen

ω мфлп YƛƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ /h ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴ
        robbery shootout

Browns Park Area

Montana

Photo Credit: Tim Urbaniak



Silver Tip

Bill Wall or Bill Howells

ω wƻōōŜǊǎ wƻƻǎǘ horsethief &
        Wild Bunch outlaw

ω муфс .ƛƭƭ ϧ aŀǘǘ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ
        sentenced to the Utah
        State Prison for manslaughter

ω муфф ƎǳƴŦƛƎƘǘ ŀǘ wƻōōŜǊǎ wƻƻǎǘ
        Spring along with Blue John
        & Ed Newcomb

ω !ŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎ ŘǊƛŦǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ .Ǌƻǿƴǎ
        Park & Wyoming & fades away

Capitol Reef Area

Capitol Reef Area


