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While looking for and looking at prehistoric rock art, it seems safe to say that most of us have run
across pecked and scratched images by the local ranch hands (aka, Cowboy Glyphs)...too often they
are superimposed on prehistoric rock art panels.

The ranch hand images that I've seen, in situ and in reproductions, exhibit representational and

execution skills that are usually barely adequate, at best... especially when compared to the work of
many of the prehistoric image-makers that | was seeing.

However, during the BCS PROJECT’s 2022 autumn field session in our Northern Study Area, we found
a cluster of rock art panels with ranch hand images that were more than adequate...in fact, they were
the finest ranch hand images that | have seen during my many canyon hikes.

Several of the images appear to be of a specific cowboy and | found parallels with the work of
Leonardo da Vinci, the 16th-century “Renaissance Man.”
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IT IS IMPORTANT TO ACKNOWLEDGE EXCELLENCE

IN IMAGE-MAKING, WHEN WE SEE IT
ON THE CANYON WALLS—PREHISTORIC

OR HISTORIC.
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Red Form
indicates
areas where
we have
found figures
in the Barrier
Canyon style.
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BCS PROJECT
Primary Study Areas (2023)

1. Northern Study Area.

2. Green River Study Area.
3. San Rafael Study Area.
4. Dirty Devil Study Area.

5. Escalante Study Area (Grand
Staircase/Escalante National
Monument, Glen Canyon National
Recreation Area).

6. Canyonlands Study Area (Glen
Canyon National Recreation Area
and Canyonlands National Park).

7. Eastern Study Area.
8. Southern Study Area.

9. Western Study Area (eastern
Great Basin)
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5. Escalante Study Area (Grand
Staircase/Escalante National
Monument, Glen Canyon National

Recreation Area).

6. Canyonlands Study Area (Glen
Canyon National Recreation Area
and Canyonlands National Park).

7. Eastern Study Area.
8. Southern Study Area.

9. Western Study Area (eastern
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RANCH HAND SITE FOUR

STANDING FIGURE
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, LEONARDO DA VINCI

RIDER ON REARING HORSE
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Napoleon Bonaparte by Jacques Louis Dav
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