Snakes, Serpents, and Slithering;

Horned and Crested Snakes in the Iconography of the Jornada Mogollon
Rock Imagery and Mimbres Ceramics
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Northern New Mexico TOOQO! Utah has some great horned
Often called Awanyu. But we are “serpents” but we’re headed

headed still farther south. south to look at another area
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Dating _ Jornada

l| tablitas were made of yucca or

Figure 3: Adapted from Cosgrove's Figure 126 from Upper
Gila and Hueco Caves. Wooden tablita and bird: a, d-f,
Doolittle Cave; b,c, g-j, |,0, Mule Creek; k, Lone
Mountain Cave; m, Cave 7, Hueco Mountains; n, Cave
5, Hueco Mountains.




Documentation and Identification Methods

Identify attributes: Snake/serpent like, horn or
crest, feathers, rattle, square-nose

Search photos — my and other researchers
Literature search

Social Media

Cross Media Comparisons




| iterature Search /
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» Horned, crested, and feathered serpents m
have been documented throughout North o
America

Schaafsma states that “horned, and
sometimes feathered” ser pents are less From Sun Circles and Human Hands: The
frequent in the Jornada M ogoIIon rock Southeastern Indians — Art and History
Imagery and that their distribution is .

ostly in the vicinity of El Paso (1992:64). ... — _ 47

detailed documentation of the form orff.
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ors have suggested this figur S
ith the Mexican deity,
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Some areas are a challenge to document
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The theorg that Featherecl serl:)ents were signature
images clevelol:)ed from a few imaﬁes and was
Posecl bg researchers that had studied
ICA.

Near Fort Hancock, Texas

orned and Plumed

designs on torso —
eathers
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One of the most
ublished is from Hueco
Tanksj Texas.

Horned and plumed
with similar torso
design to the one at
Ft. Hancock

F e
A



But the maioritg lacked plumes or feathers
Some not noted until the rise of Dstretch

DStretch CM

YKmtC, Photo by
estrianCyber Services
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But there are many other
snakes without any of these
Features

Dstretch ac_yre_cf

leco Tanks,
Texas
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Hueco 1: nks, Jexas

Photo by Otis Aultman — 1920’s







Manu had squarecl ot
snouts and teeth.

East of El Paso, Texas




hn Green called these El Paso, Texas
athered serpents” but |
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Pig. 11. HNegative drawlnz: o' the %wo feathered rarpent de-
plctiona, the face or masi, and an X-type design, all found on
the south side of Fusselman Canvon. (Draxing a. iz 1/5 actual
slze, b, 18 2/§ actual slze, and a. is 3/10 actusl nize).




Some looked like caps rather than horns




Northeast of Deming, New Mexico

» Classic form
 Horn forward
Only two panels o
hundreds



Finlau Mountains. Texas
D)

* This snake resembles other
examples, but the head is
missing.
« 78 km Northwest of El Paso

Dstretch Ire




Mang are abbreviated forms Withjus‘c heads

Storgte”er Site and Jarifla
Mountain




arilla Mountains, New
Mexico




Some had forked
tonues and rattles

that some interpret as




West of Chloride, New Mexico




Some had two horns
similar to those furthe




Some sites has

~215 km from El Paso




Reptiles documented but
rePortecl that thél‘é were no
homecl serPents

e

*

Archaeological Society of
New Mexico’s Rock Art
Recording School 1986-
1992



There are
snakes but
not as
CcoOmmon as




There is at least one two horn
snake at Three Rivers, New
Mexico




A more detail look at

3 out of 20,000

elements




Otero Mesa, NM

A large site with probably as many
Images as Three Rivers has a
variety of snake imagery




Otero Mesa, NM




Horned Serpents
Alamo Mountain,




Horned SerPents,
Alamo Mountain,
New Mexico
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Near Ruidoso, New
Mexico

Photo by Delton Estes

P
Photo by Mike Bilbo




Some examples mag ]DC marginal

This “element” may or may
not be a serpent, but it
doesn’t have feathers ... but
rather a plume or headdress.
Versa Report
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Figure 7.32. Left feathered serpent from Sacramento Shelter; right: feathered serpent from Mouth of
Grapevine.




Cross Media examples
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Figure 7, Drawing of design motiff on an El Paso Polychrome olla.

Figure 6. A bone plumed serpent effigy.

Flgure 5. A ceramic Plumed Serpent effigy.




Cross Media Studies: Mimbres

Jornada and Mimbres — close ties
Traveling east to west
29 examples of snakes in Mimbres database but 14 of
these has no provenience (could be fakes)
3-4 are horned or crested — none have feathers
ome are composite animals — like snake/fish, etc.




imbres examples
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There are some
homed serpent
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Schaafsma states that in the Paquime style the head alone is
more commonlg rePresentecl — but oniy a few sites were
documented at time she wrote that.

Photos by Ben Brown
and Jeff Romney




Horned and Feathered Serpents were major |
coml:)onents of the Southeastern Ceremonial
Complex as well as other cultures
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southeastern_Ceremonial_Complex
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Mystic Shelter the LPS (Lower Pecos River Style) art has been radiocarbon
dated to 3920+120 years BP (Rowe 2001), before the appearance of
horned serpents in the Jornada region based on current dating — Myles.
Jack Rabbit Shelter has serpent dating even earlier.




Texas Panhandle

it

Plate CCXXIIl — Newcomb and Kirkland 1967
d Plumed Serpent, Handprints, etcThe serpent-like creature, 13 2 feet along, is
red and black with gradations of yellow and brown.




Horned and Plumed Serpents (29 sites, 52

examples)
}

-+ Theidentification of horned and crested snakes by this study documents this
|conography and shows the distribution of these figures beyond the vicinity of El Pe
. while still in the Jornada Mogollon Region.
Although there are afew striking examples the results suggest that the number
orned and crested serpents are incidental rather than significant and might not
: 'f the JornadaM @gollon.
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Results

 Horned snakes are infrequent in the Jornada

* Horned/plumed snakes are more widely spread in the Jornada than
previously reported

» More research and comparisons are needed

Photo by Tom T




Conclusions

Using the term Quetzalcoatl(feathered
serpent) seems misguided since NONE in
the Southwest are feathered

3ut not all depictions of Quetzalcoatl in
esoamerica had feathers either.
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Conclusions

This icon is likely part of old patterns that endured over thousands and
thousands of years, suggesting deep origins in time.

El Paso Polychrome
found at Paquime —
made in the Tularosa
Basin

Y )

Redrawn from Di Peso, et al al, Volume 8, 1974 p 157
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