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The 1999 BLM Canyon Pintado
Inter pretive Plan

e Inthefall of 1
White River Field
Office of the Bureau
of Land Management
began construction on
a series of visitor
facilitiesin Canyon
Pintado, south of
Rangely, Colorado.
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Canyon Pintado

e Canyon Pint
National Historic
District located in the
Douglas Creek
canyon, south of
Rangely, Colorado.
Thedistrict is17 miles
long, covering more
than 16,000 acres

a




National Historic District

 AsaNational oric
District, al historic
and prehistoric sitesin
the locality are
accorded protection on
the National Register
of Historic Places.
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WELCOME TO CANYON PINTADO
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RANGELY
138
Douglas Pass

Dinosaur Diamond

GRAND
JUNCTION

8 EastFout Mile Site

MONTICELLO

White Birds Site
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CANYON PINTADO

5, B i | > - ‘ Photographs by
NXTENNE THS BTG IS TRAC | Gabrielle Elliot & A. Dudley Gardner




‘;)*.;\

W

LN
W

W W, e SUTN “‘\'-?\\\

Y. 7Y

s
R

oML .,

R tw—“\‘\nm

AN W TN
NN “:x“-,\f“\“

o - S &
< AN AN ¥ AN W 'i
=

AR VB EERAME T BEAR T RAZRE T T BB R U Py i 9 ~ ppe el



(ON PINTADO HISTORY ENCOMPASSES M

NY DIFFER ENT PEOPLE

CLOVIS HUNTERS

Neartheendofthelastice Age,
*Clovis"people-skilled nomadichunters-
followedgameanimalsincluding the mammoth.

FOLSOM

= Astheglaclersretreated and thelandscape
becamewarmeranddryer,
peopleshifted thalrhunting strategles.
These"Folsom®peoplebegantospecialize
in huntingthemassive 8ison antiquus,
Thisextinctbisonpreceededthesmaller
descendantswe knowoftoday.

LATE ARCHAIC

By 4,000yearsago,Intensified useof plants
ledtothe beginningsofsettiedviiiagelife.
Humansiearnedtousemanywlid plants
forhigherand more predictable returns.
AlthoughCanyonPintado had been widely
usedInearllertimes,thelate Archalc
marksthebeginningofit's
archaeologically well-documented use,

UTE PEOPLE

Around8§00yearsago,theancestors
ofthepresentdayUtetribesentered
theCanyonPintadareglion.
Whetherthey werepushedout,
assimilatedormerelyreplaced,
thevanished Fremontisunknown.
Whatisknownisthatthelrnomadichunting
andgatheringlifestylewasverydifferent
thanthatofthe settled Fremont,
Thelintroductionofthe horseby Spanish
conqulstadorsinthe 1600'senhanced
Utelife beyond compare,usheringina
galdenageforthe Ute people.

2000 AD

HOMESTEADERS
AND CATTLE RANCHERS

Bythe |ate 1800's,encroaching European
settlershadrestrictedtheoncewlde-ranging
UtetowesternColoradoand partsof eastern Utah
After 1879,the Uteswereforclbly removed from mostof
thelrrangeand resettledonreservations
After 1880, cattle ware frequentlytralled
throughthe DouglasCreek area
totherallheadin Grand Junction.
Beforetheturnofthecentury,largecattiecompanies
andsmallerhomesteaders
hadsettledinnumerouslocalitiesinthevalley,
bullding homes, ranchesandschools.

DOMINGUEZ AND ESCALANTE

In 1776, the Dominguez-Escalante expedition
passed through the Douglas Creek corridor.
Afternoting the dramoticpaintingson the cliffwalls,
they nomed the place Canyon Pintado,
thenameitretoinstoday

MIDDLE ARCHAIC

Inthe Middle Archalc,Humansexpanded
theareaoccupledbyadapting
tofitavarletyofenvironments.
Nomadicwanderingafterherdsofgamegave
waytoapredictableseasonalround
of huntingand gathering

CANYON PINTADO

NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

THE FORMATIVE PERIOCD
(THE AGE OF AGRICULTURE)

Peopleinthisperiodutilized wiid resources
aswellascultivatedcrops-corn,beansandsquash.

LivingInsettiedvillages,theygenerallyhad morecomplex
Iifestylesand developedoradoptedskilisofpotterymaking,

masonrybullding,anddecorativeartsincluding RockArt.
ThiswastheageoftheFremontPeopleofCanyonPintado.

WHO WERE THE FREMONI

TheFremontpecpleofUtahandColoradoremalnasmysterioustoday
astheywerewhenearlyarchacologicalinvestigationsalongtheFremont
RiverincentralUtahdescribedthem

Fremontpeoplewere parttimehunter/gatherersandparttime farmers-
how muchfarmingtheydid endingon wl they lived
Someraisedcorn, beans squash,andpossiblynative plants, storingthe
driedcropsingranariesbuiltintherocks.
Somehuntedwildgameand gatheredallsortsof wild plants
heFremonthadvanished Theremay have never been
nwhichkinship, beliefsorl uagewerethe
ermFremontisusefultodescribeanarchaeologicalculture
butitmaycompletelyobscurethert natureofthe peoplewholived here
athousandyearsago.
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WER THIE SHIET IN IOPULATRONS?
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The* Guar

e The Guardi
Canyon Pintado isa
pictograph in the
“Barrier canyon” style,
which dates to about
2,000 years old.
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Kokopell|

e The mythical re of
Kokopédlli, the hump-
backed flute player, Is
found over awide
range. Trader,
Shaman, Rainmaker,
Fertility Symbol or
God - hisoriginsare
lost in time.













MBACKED FLUTE PLAYER

FRADER, SHAMAN RAINMAKER
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\White Birds

 TheWhite Bir
pictographs are
painted with pigments
made of various
mineral ores, clay and
animal fats mixed with
water. The Carrot-like
figures are found in
many placesin the
Rangely area.
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A PREHSTORIC PAINT STORE
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PREHISTORIC. PAINT STORI
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MINGUEZ AND ESCALANTE EXPEDITION

DMUH DISCOVERING THE UNEXPECTED PATH OF LEAST RESISTANCI

Y NTE
EXPEDITION In September of 1776, an expk party of Ute guides, spanish priests Thetrall used by the expedition follow

and explorers entered the main Douglas Creek Valley. the best travel route through th
They were searching for a northern overfand route The ease of travel through this corridor later attracted
from Santa Fe to the Galifornia colonles.

Although they falled in this task, the expedition Is known ) / ) Q-+ N ) A D)

N e Euron i laration S Wesseim Colarade. QRIGINAL SPANISH: CANYON PINTADC

After noting the dramatic paintings on the cliff walls,
they named this place Canyon Pintado -Spanish for Painted Canyon. En la mitad de este canon hacia &l sur hay un penasco bastantemente elevado,
Thelr journal only gives a brief reference to an el cual vir oscamente pintadas tres adargas o chimales, y una hoja de fanza
difficult crossings in the Douglas Creek Valley. Mas abajo en el lado del norte vimos otra pintura que confusamente

This has led some scholars to belfieve the elaborate arroyo system representaba a dos hombres
now seen in Douglas creek was not here in 1776. Por lo cual lo nombramos E

1iffs 10 the south,
westeaders and cattlemen

Fray Francisco Silvestre Velez de Escalante
9 de septiembre

[RANSLATION:

Halfway in this canyon toward the

we saw, crudely

south there is a quite lofty rock cliff on which
s, or Apache Shields, of hide, and a spearhead.

ainted, three s

ther down on the north side we saw another painting which supposediy
representad two men in combat. For this reason we named it El Cafon Pintado.

Frey Escalante
September 9, 1776

LAIMING LAND DOESN'T MEAN RULING I

—~

The explorations of Dominguez and Escalants would have been impossible

without Ute Indian qui

des. While the Spanish claimed an immaense araa
the Utes were the true owners itrolling an are: mparible to Spain i1salf
776,from the Great Plains to the Great Basin, the ple of the Shining Mountains
were the undisputad rulers.

Spanish Priest In1

* Infarmation from: The Dominguez - Escalante Journal,
translated by Fray Angelico Chavez, edited by Ted J. Warner.
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Sate e

« The State Bridge site
contains exampl es of
classic style Fremont
petroglyphs (pecked
figures), especially the
triangular human
figures and stylized
animals.
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East Four Mile Draw

» East Four Mil aw
ISsthe single largest
portion of the 1999
development. Plans
called for aparking
area, picnic table,
restroom and trail
system. Five
archaeological sites
were interpreted.




EAST FOuR MILE DRAW SITES




Ot T

P

v

u\\m,, = ‘_\“ SHn
‘_‘&".\\ w‘w-\\







DN BEAERAD LB AR BES IAAVAGERIE MARERIERELE JEREEL A AR AL AL AR 4 A ARAEE YR 8 884 4 ALERER



AWASTT AN IMPORTANT CROTY?

A s e i R T R L L L L R e Tt S
Ao Mt atin mpmrtant o ibe b remanl g hwws nrissramrraes

B L L e L LT L I I I T R

Isrtermase sesestimnigier st el b vy
Srremw sembmpad it ib el g b ierr e
HEriIvr prrewe rardegivntioimme
e g retiesls woireed [oerisavd in@ryraves
boet 100 Fromorst |8 (b epenn cft e red of ooyl womer #1y
pi Arnrap b ossingubmibriilmrrantartiamat o i batews sed
betathmtwaad intewr than i bnt rrosnlsmnberr v bereg e Da y

WP Aty W L avree APIe mprtani ey P

CANYON PINTADO

NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

LSRRI WILEY PLANTS

(o o Lo wnsh bt Bl S ) bhben ead g pehay b

Wik o vt Thomn “wond s wort b b bk Sr prones ek vl
Sl woes panhad prmid, aad sl b sude sk o e

THIE SIGNIFICANCE OF CORN

PLANTING CORN QR COVLLET TING SEEDS

e e e e (hee e vy e g w— b s
E et o TGRS AT B I AR, WAE N may TR | e e
e R L L e L |

T am—y - e TYTE, e 0w e ] @ . . ——y
A PRy ey OO B PN T e el 0 Lo Tes A e we el
R e L R R Rl Ty Y I P )

# AT FERR

e v e P Lo poah of L P st s oo ol

S Vg o e v w0 b e




T el




Hanging Hearth

 The Hanging
site (bRB 454) was
excavated from 1989
to 1996 by Colorado
Northwestern
Community College,
the Archaeological
Research Institute and
the BLM
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HANGING HEARTH

ACCHAELOGY IS THE 200000 CENTURY
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\ HOME ON THE RANG

LINE SHACEKS PROVIDED SHELTER ' a PUET A CABIN HERE
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Other Canyon Pintado Attractions

o Besidesrock
Canyon Pintado
contains examples of
Fremont Drilled Hole
Astronomical Sites,
masonry structures,
rock shelters, villages
and hearths. Over 200
archaeological sites
are found in the
district.
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Van

* Most of the
Rock Art in Canyon
Pintado has suffered
years of neglect,
careless treatment and
outright vandalism.
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 Bullet Holes
destroyed dozens of
panels, while graffiti,
names, dates and
Initials mar countless
others.
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* Beyond Vand ,
the desire to possess
rock art hasled to the
destruction of many
Irreplaceable windows
on the past.










The Rock Art of Canyon Pintado

Belongs tojiu
* Please help to save
these treasures. When

they are gone, they are
gone forever.
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