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• In the fall of 1999, the 
White River Field 
Office of the Bureau 
of Land Management 
began construction on 
a series of visitor 
facilities in Canyon 
Pintado, south of 
Rangely, Colorado.





Canyon Pintado

• Canyon Pintado is a 
National Historic 
District located in the 
Douglas Creek 
canyon, south of 
Rangely, Colorado.  
The district is 17 miles 
long, covering more 
than 16,000 acres



National Historic District

• As a National Historic 
District, all historic 
and prehistoric sites in 
the locality are 
accorded protection on 
the National Register 
of Historic Places.























































The “Guardian”

• The Guardian of 
Canyon Pintado is a 
pictograph in the 
“Barrier canyon” style, 
which dates to about 
2,000 years old.









Kokopelli

• The mythical figure of 
Kokopelli, the hump-
backed flute player, is 
found over a wide 
range.  Trader, 
Shaman, Rainmaker, 
Fertility Symbol or 
God - his origins are 
lost in time.













White Birds

• The White Birds 
pictographs are 
painted with pigments 
made of various 
mineral ores, clay and 
animal fats mixed with 
water.  The Carrot-like 
figures are found in 
many places in the 
Rangely area.





































State Bridge

• The State Bridge site 
contains examples of 
classic style Fremont 
petroglyphs (pecked 
figures), especially the 
triangular human 
figures and stylized 
animals.









East Four Mile Draw

• East Four Mile Draw 
is the single largest 
portion of the 1999 
development. Plans 
called for a parking 
area, picnic table, 
restroom and trail 
system.  Five 
archaeological sites 
were interpreted.















Hanging Hearth

• The Hanging Hearth 
site (5RB 454) was 
excavated from 1989 
to 1996  by Colorado 
Northwestern 
Community College, 
the Archaeological 
Research Institute and 
the BLM































Other Canyon Pintado Attractions

• Besides rock art, 
Canyon Pintado 
contains examples of 
Fremont Drilled Hole 
Astronomical Sites, 
masonry structures, 
rock shelters, villages 
and hearths.  Over 200 
archaeological sites 
are found in the 
district.































Vandalism

• Most of the Priceless 
Rock Art in Canyon 
Pintado has suffered 
years of neglect, 
careless treatment and 
outright vandalism.  





• Bullet Holes have 
destroyed dozens of 
panels, while graffiti, 
names, dates and 
initials mar countless 
others.







• Beyond Vandalism, 
the desire to possess 
rock art has led to the 
destruction of many 
irreplaceable windows 
on the past.







The Rock Art of Canyon Pintado 
Belongs to YOU

• Please help to save 
these treasures.  When 
they are gone, they are 
gone forever.






