Cultural Affiliations of the Western
_Basketmaker |l Style Petroglyphs
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A Western Basketmaker | style petroglyphs (Ca 1000 BCE
550 CE), found along the lower San Juan River, Colorac
River into Grand Gulch, the Little Colorado River, and th
ChinleWash drainages including Canyon De Chelly




Direct Observation:

A Basket Maker Il (1,000 BC to 550 CE) rock art
the Northern San Juan Basin exhibits diagnost
elements that are specific tbwo Pueblo
language groups.

A Sampled rock art panels show a limited
assemblage of symbols that are specific for ea
cultural group.

A Analysis of the iconography identifies culturally
specific equivalents through ethnographic
analogy.



Theorycg Significant Elements

A Posture and gestures are meaningful
A Proxemic and Spatial arrangements are meaningful
A Direct historical analogy identifies:

I cultural direction, cultural colors

I Mythic events

| Katsina societies, Rain and Medicine society pries

I Sky, Clouds, Katsinas, masks, Music, War, and Be
God priests

A Archaeological artifacts represented from ethnograpt
analogy



Methodology

A Systematic documentation with high definition
photography, computer enhancement and tracings

A Analysis of Superimposition Sequences
A Semiotic Analysis organized in syntagms

A Cryptanalysis: determine symbol frequency, symbol
Incorporation, symbol association

A Sampled sites from a very large data base
A Archaeology of material cultural remains

A Extensive research and analysis of ethnography,
linguistics, ritual and social behavior.
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T he Ondagl@emie®dent in another formsuch as an ancestgpirit in somePueblo
cultures(Stevenson 1890dr cloud spirit in othecultures(White 1932) Manycultures use this
posture to indicata nonliving condition(Mallery 1881) T h e 0 dstuee ffiguref, photo
a), ClassicVernalstyle circa 1100 AD shows a person hanging by his armpits dueduse of
reverse pecking to | eave the natural da
subj ect O0.Figuwerdn)dsia Frenmonstyle figurecirca 10001200 A.D.exhibitingthe
same posturavith the addedvhite color symbolic of a nodiving entity. Photo §, a
Baskemmaker Il figure, circal000-400BC. showing the basic postuot a deceasepersonyet
possibly as a spiritTheoutline of the body is not complete, but opanindication of a spirit
entity (Mallery 1891). Photo d, a Cave Valley styldigure circal300-1400A.D. originally had
horizontal thighsbut they were later painted overdilmowvertical legs and hangirfget an
indication of death to the individuale xt t o t hi s figure I n t1l

Godso6 discussed | ater in this paper.
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Superimposition Sequence with Groug
and a different set of symbols

Earliest is Red. Group 1 superimposed by Blue
Group 2 symbols alone in Grey



