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Synergism is the life-giving essence of the
Utah Rock Art Research Association. Rock
art research is truly an interdisciplinary science. It is entirely appropriate to approach
rock art research from any number of research disciplines. However, it is inappropriate and grossly inadequate to insist that
research in the field should be confined to
one discipline. The interesting thing about
the research is that it spans not only science
but the arts as well.
When we say that petroglyphic and pictographic inscriptions are "rock art", we have
chosen a label that is intentionally farreaching to span the broad base of the research. Some wish to call the inscriptions
"rock writing" but in most cases this is a
misnomer because most often the inscriptions
range from actual pictures of the authors intended subject to symbolic forms. While we
would not exclude the possibility that there is
some writing, it seems from my years of experience in the region of the western U.S.,
this is quite rare or nonexistent. However,
"art" is a much broader term which covers the
host of the many millions of inscriptions that
exist around the world from the earliest inscriptions in the caves of France to the later
pre-Columbian American rock art. However,
we must not lose sight of the now well established fact that many Mayan inscriptions have
been proven to be the written word phonetically based. Artistic and symbolic representation did evolve into writing. But it doesn't
therefore follow that all ancient inscriptions
are writing. Remember what the term "art"
brings to the research. It entails dimensions
that writing can only express in many words.
Words that did not exist in the vocabulary of

the creator of the inscription but were included by the artist-author-creator through
artistic expression.
If we are going to characterize the petroglyphic inscriptions as anything meaningful
at all, we must first do so in light of the creators or authors of the inscriptions. They
were people. That one statement means that
the source of the inscription is so broad that
no one classification of rock art can possibly
apply to all inscriptions. There was no
dictionary, lexicon or thesaurus. While there
are some norms, they are broadly based with
a great deal of local variation. The best
source for understanding is found in the
diversity of the cultures that created the
inscriptions. For instance, when glyphs show
a woven quality, they bare meaning that
relates back to possible symbolic functions
that naturally follow from weaving. It is
highly unlikely that these woven glyphs were
placed on the rocks as a weaver's manual. It
therefore follows that symbolic function was
their intent. The art of weaving entails a lot
of mathematics such as numbers, patterns,
patterns within patterns, and phase shift.
With the woven glyphs we are given a
window into the world of the glyphs'
creators. Through this window we are able to
gain some insights into their mean because
weaving and woven glyphs contain number
and pattern. By using these numbers and
patterns we can look for, but not necessarily
find, what those patterns and numbers may
match in the culture and times of their
creation. What are the windows through
which we might peer into their world? A little thought tells us that each rock art inscription, doll, sculpture, edifice, legend, or
history is a window into their world if we are
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