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PRELIMINARY REPORT ON EAST 4 MILE DRAW SOLAR PANEL SIT
1880

Presented by Nancy Jdo Arithur
Prictograshy by Stephen E. Arthur

At the Lime of the symposium, I had oniy viewed the pane! at
summer sclistice, and the slides taken at that time were the focus
of the presentation. ith Tall equinox coming just 5 days atter
the symposium I decided to inciude any action cbserved then in thic
repory,

The panel 1s jocated in East 4 Miile Draw which ig a nart of
the ”Qua ias Creﬂx afa}nage in Ric B?anco County, Cotorade. It is
accessikle from Coliorad 138 sou of Rangeley. There 1is a
sonsiderable vunueﬁ:rat1an of archaeo?ogica} sites in this draw
{See Map-Figure 13},

Both petroglyphs and pict tographs 1ine the north gide o0f +he
draw ug o the solar pane., which 1s Iocated just before the draw
Forks. An excavation is being conduciad naifway between the mouth
¢f the draw and the solar panel. This was designated Hanging
Hearth Shelter by Dr. F. R. Hauck. He conducted a Field sches?
there in 1980 and plans another +4n 1991, both through Colerado
Northwestern Community College in Rangeley. Also to be Fourd a*
the mouth of the draw ig & promontcory site that offers promise of
being an observatory; with star ailignments, iunar r ises/seitingcs
anc soiar settings being marked. This site 18 now under ana:ys.s
Dy V. @Garth Norman. #reliminary dates of ﬁa”g*rg Pear h Sheiter
indicate a span of about 2300 vears of seasonz! coupation. The
ruins of a fog cahin Just east oF the Hanging Hearth Shelter site
extends the pericd of cccupation of the draw ntos historic Limes.
The diversity of rock art style ant motif oF the Hraw corfirme
reat span of time the draw nag been occcupied, It rurs the

Trom Archaic to Cowboy brands. The Fremcnt gtyle tends ic

i“aue Sut tne Ulte 1s also represented with depictions of “he
se inci uded. The Fremont 18 present ‘nn the typical 1it%]
apezoid-bodied anthropomorphic figures with their ealancrate
headgear. The corn & cornstaixk te frequently seean as are the
“ghorn sneep and wavy 1ines or meanders. Motifs are dore tn oals
chmigues; direct & indirect percussion, dncises, ang catnterz,
and white paintis are readily apparent, and I suspech some g d
re, Sut tr*s has nct teen substantiated by Tab hests or other
& han ordinary 35mm cameraz shobs.
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The ca‘endar pane? is composesd of two rock faces marking an
inside cormer apsroacning S¢ degreess and rocFed by the overranging

AS ¥CoU near the pane’ From the mouth oF +he graw, cu Fing

0 -

a smal red panei (Fig. 2a) about knee high that ‘g zompnosed oF &
waving iine topped by four d:t with =z “a,ﬁ*arﬁ‘oﬂkn‘se spira’
Seneatn. This is the Tirst incicator of “he solar active pane’ .
Approximateiy 3C yards along the oliFF “ace, You wWill sse wntie
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corcentric circ!es tucked back Tn a corner. They are head high
fFrig. 2o, he solar active pane’l is airectly bening these circlies
&s the c*‘?? Uiges out in a corner, which is the sscond indicator.
This sst of circlies 1is no: *rect“y hit By Firgt light in the
morning but the sun strikes the adjoining Tace at such an angle
that ¥t is reflecisd back and 11luminates trnam.

Cirectly under the solar active panel ig & epalled boulder of
scme size, which is marked on the east end with cuniules or pits
aced in even alignments or sets (Fig. 2c). This freguentiy
Occurs at caiendar sites in this area, so it must be suspected that
these marks record the times the panel was used. Ancther posgsibile
use Tor these pits would be as zids/counts to figure dates or
cccurrences perigheral Lo those marked onh the panel. Thesa cits
are arranged In four groups: top left, ¥our rows oOF pite 3~4-5-
@ Tor a total of 15 pits; top right, two rows of pits 7-6 For a
total of 13 pits; botiom right, €our rows oF pite 7-8~4—4 For a
total 21 pits; and at the extrems bottom of the jefr group is a 4
pointed star configuration with one pit in the center for a total
of 5 pits. It Jooks 1ike some marks may have wealhered away go the
T number may have Deen greater at ore time.
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FIGURE 3 ELEMENTS ON THE ADJOINING FACE

.. ..this large regd rectanguiar figure nas stick legs angd no arms.,
The nead has a Trapezoic shaﬂe anc white horng--the left of
which is Lopped by & large white dot.

K.x...this figure is jJust beside Fig. 33 and is a small roung-

headed red Figure with a sof+ly trianguiar body ang no
aspendages.,

Te.v.uthis Figure is white and shapec iike Fig. 3k. It ‘g slaced
Righer on the panel and cicser to the main parnel on the
adioining face. It s guite degraded.

M.oe...olhere te & possibie Fourtn figure in this area, but it is
gueslticonable—— 1%t may bhe just stain washed down from Fig. 237.

@ture of these figurss and the argle
r pane’l I will not make a thorough
5

at which they loin tThe othe , I

anatysis of thelr relationshios with the 8L, I halieve they are
ar integral par:t of the calendar Tunction, but documentaiior by a
second cawera squipced with a Fiiter to ”wSO ve thre outitnes wouild
be needa&d ang this was not dene

Fipght 4o kacioain diee

&.....this Liny white triangular figure g the L oto touch the
shacow Tine, hereafier gdenctes 8L, and 1is done Witk very
thick, thick paint. It has %wo usraised arms but ne mants or
- -

FEETT .

2.. .. these concentric circies are wnite cutermost, tran red, ard

then white with a red center. Tre base of the cuter ciro e

is Tlatiened Lo conform o the spira’l directlv nensath.
Co....This winged c¢ircle in white has a botsom “Cdisso’ v’ﬁg’ int
& scattered pigment, and white one wing 1s cupped unward £n
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other cups downward,.

C.....this white counterclockwisa spiral element has a sgquarsd
appearance with gefinite shculder points that relate to ihe
SL. IT has a Bolid center, and it cuiminates at the nead of
Fig. 4h with the head of Fig. 4% imposed over the outer two
rIngs.

2...,.%hese concentric circlies of white-red-white have ap open
center, and the white circlie is sloped on the top inner side
to conform to the SL. _

T.....thig small roundegd figure isa pecked. It has very snort arms
and jegs with three digits on beoth, and an slaborate headgear
pecked through a red aursa,

g.....this rectangular bodied Figure has no appendages. It does
have red horn/antenna appliied after the figure was secksad and
nas a dot at the Tower right corner.

hoo. . this fTigure s pecked =through a red aura and has a

rectanguiar body shaps. It has no legs but has arms and is

carrying a mace/sta¥f, Trne head is at the culmination of tha
white spirat.

-this 18 ancther round-bedied pecked Ffigure with no feet. It

nas two arms--~one upraised touching the outer edge of the

wnite spirai, wnile the other is siraight out at shoulder
heighs. The head obsclres the two cuter bars of the spiral.
SHAROW LINE {8L}: DESCRIPTION AND PROGRESSION

The SL assumes the shape of an inverted pyramsd through most
TS progression down the fwo panels. The apex itraveis zhe
roer bDelween the two panels, The lip of the ceiling formec by
& overhanging cliff <casts the shadow, with the cornerec
ontiguration of the panels dictating the shape. t (8L} is one
ntinuous 1ineg hinged between *he *wc paneis ard reacting witn
figures on both. The 3L s z simple Tine without points or nctches
ant depends con subtle bends and changes of angie to reiate to the
various elements of both parels. LFach element reliss on either

ey

placement Or stight alteration of form %o sustain the relatiors.
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The start of the summer solstice was nob observed, Lut the
ohotd taken minutes after we arrived on site and the photic waner
forty~aignt minutes intc the Fa’? eUUiNOX Seguence are near'y

icentical. in hoth sumrer soistice and fail eguaingx, %the &S.
sisects the red dot at the canter of the top set of ¢ircles {there
i a siight difference in angie o©f 1-2 daegrees )., - have

arsitrariiy zeroed the sequencas on thess photos Tor comparison and
w1l present 2 Time iine of comparison of “he Two events,

SUMMER SCLSTICE SHADOW LINE [8L)

O at 7:5% a.r......The SL bisects the red center of the wSper
set of circlies at a slight ancie {(Fig. 4E).

G + 70....8L setiies atop the white spiral [Fig. 4¢) anc Fo''ows
it exacltly before changing angle upward. On the
agjoining fzce *%e SL Digects tha white do® ascve thHe

s
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herns of the large red figure (Fig. 33), ascribing a
gentie arc upward.

20....The change of the angle in the &L halfway across tne

main panel softens into a stight arc. The 8L rests cn
the upturned wing of the winged circle (Frig. 4c),
enters at the shoulider of the spira? (Fig. 4d), and
rests along the inner white circie in the lower set of
circles {Fig. 4e.). The SL has sustainec “he position
on the shoulder of ithe spiral (Fig. 4¢) for about 5
minutes, SL now involves the large red figure (Fig.
J) en the adjoining face but has not really changed
in arc, just sTips down & out.

B0....8L is now a gentle recurve across the main pansei,

70....

congave in the outer porticn then becoming convex as
1t exits the winged circle {Fig. 4c). 8L does not
extend Lo the edge of the panel. From the outer edge
of the main panel, SL extends downward, enters the
winged circle (Fig. 4c) where the downturned wing s
attached, exits the lower portion of the circle where
it "dissolives”, and cuts the lower pcrtion of the
spiral (Fig. 4d) and touches both arms of the inner
anthropomorph (Fig. 4i), in effect, cutting off its
head, and then angles down to the corner.

Maximum downward movemen: of the SL. The apex of the
pyramid shaped shadow has flattened at the bottom oF
the corner on the main panel side. On the adijoining
face the SL has immersed ali elements in shadow and
ascribes a gentle convex arc to the upper corner of the
face. On the main panel, figures 4n & 48 & 44 ars
nveolved with the SL; all other eements ars tctatly
shadowed with the exception of the figure 4f, whicn =
cupping of the 5L directiy above, exempts.

FALL EQUINCX SHADOW LINE {S5L)
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3C....The SL cuts through the base of this Liny Tigure {Fig.

4za) leaving & dot of paint beneath that glows [eptical
effect due to the contrast of shadow and whnite Daint.
This effect is sustained approximately 2 minutes.

m.....The 8L bisects the top set of circles (Fig. 41)
at a slightly greater angie than at Summer Boistice,
but g%311 enters the red dot at the same Dilace.

.Ag the 8l deepens, it lies at the bottom Juncture of

the red and white circles of the top set (Fig. 4B,
resis at the top rignt corner of the white spiral {Fig.
4d}, drops to conform o the slope of the outer white
circie of the lower set (Fig. 4e}, and maintains this
angie to the corner, As the 3. travels up the
acjoining face, 1t bigsects the horns of the large red
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Figure (Fig. 23;). This is a configuratiocn that is
sustained.

3 + 25....7The shadow now extends Lo the cuter edge of the main
pane} and drops down in a horizontal atbtitude in ths
outer third of its length before angling down to the
cornar. SL now involives the dase of the upper set of

circles {(Fig. 4b), cuts the right corner of the spira’
{(Fig. 4¢), and ‘ties along the top of the inner white
circie of the jower set of circies {Fig. 4g). It hoids
the same angie into the corner, and then arcs upward
on the adioining Tace to the large red figure (Fig.
33} t conforms to Lhe shouildsr line before
continuing upward.

0 + 45....7he shadow now extends in a gentle concave ars from the
outer edge of the main panel to the Corner. This arc
is centeraed above the nead of the anthropomorph with
the red aura {Fig. 4h;. SL involives Tigures £F & 4g
% 41 aiong the botteom of the main pansil, exampling
onty 4h. Thnis is & sustained attitude. “rom the
corner, the 8L arcs unward and the large red Figur

{Fig. 33) may be standing on the iine (speculative)

..The apex of the SL in the corner has neow flatiensd, anc
the sradow extends Trom edge Lo edgs, inveiving atll
tTha elements.
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Wnite this is a prelinminary repcort on the two events at The
rare’ which will undoubtediy feature at leasi Two more {(winter
algtice and vernal e&cuinox), there is at Ieast one vaiid
comcliusion Lo be reached at this time. This panel ordered anc
natterned the Tives of Lhe people who [ived in this sheltered draw

Tor A Greait many Years.
The panel lavout 15 pased upon Lthe number Four. This is porne

P

cut in 271 elements with the possibie exceptign of the Tiny

sun/shadow catcher (Fig. 4a) at the veary top of the main ganel.
There are four areas used for markings on the Louider bDensath Lthe
cane’, four an hfoscm“rfhtﬁ figures arrayved at the base o0f the main
_*xe., Four circular elements above Tnem, angd there were probainly
Tour anthrogomorshs on tThe adlioining fTace.,

Facnh of Lhe circuiar elements 1s slighitly warped tc contorm
To the SL and create po"ﬂ*s gL which the attiitude of the &L 18
sustained or arresied. Thnis makes the 8L bend or uncuiate as 4
cescends over the panel. These points of sustained att ﬁ*ude Vary
between the summer soistice and the fall eguinox. I beiigve Lhe
variation will continue Lo be apparent at the winter solistice and

the vernal egquinoex.

—

assigned gender Lo the anihrocpomcrphs at whe bhase oF
T oas Foilows: 4f & 45 are female, and 49 & 4h are



maie. The female designation was based on the globular or vesse’
shape. The majie Figures have rectanguliar bodies—-z power aymbo’
{horns on 4g, and 4h holds a staff/mace)! and both have a slight

proftrusion Sn the géniiat area.

i
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& 4% have simplie round heads. Because of their placems in
refacion to the spiral, I consider them sunheaded. Figu ire a4h dgh,
in fact, act as a sunhead at the fal?l equinox, while Tigure 4fF
remained Just below the SL at the summer solstice. I expect Figure
41 to perform as a sunhead at the winter solstice becauss, at both
recordec evenis, there came a time when one Figure was exempted
from involvement with the 8L, I believe these figures are event

specific.

Figure AT & 4z have head-dresses or decoration, but fégur
v-

There are possibie suggestions of out of body axperi ences, one
being the aura of red and random pecks above the head of figure 45,
ant the cother being ihe aura of red that figure 4h was pecked
througn. The gpiral at the heads of figures 4h & 41 may imply
something similar. LeVan Martineau visited this site with me vears
E2Q0, and ne referred to the aura arcund figure 4h as s.gusfying
Hhilood. e gsymbolism is given some weight as I “consider it now-
~this was the Figure exempted by the 8L at the fa’lil eguingx. Fall
would be the Time of hunting and filiing the storage cysts with
Jerky and pemmican for the winter. Fall might alsc have been the
preferred time to raid ©r make war, because the stores to be
captured would be maximized and travel wouild be easy, but the “ime
remaining for retaliation would be Timited by the oncoming winter
season.  In either case; blood would be significant.

Thnere 18 a Jot that still needs to be adressed about this
panel, and I fee! that the figures on the adjoining face sti1% nave

.

a ot of secrets, but this report is perhaps & staév.
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