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Figure . THE PRAYING DOG
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The fact that the larger anthropomorph marks sunset instead of
sunrise may give more credence to the fact that the snake may
have intentionally marked the position of Summer Solstice
sunrise.

To see if the smaller supplicator within the dragon's head
would be reaching in an area fairly close to Winter Solstice
sunrise the distance between sunrise at Summer Solstice and
Equinox was doubled to give an approximation of the position of
sunrise at Winter Solstice. On Winter Solstice the sun rose in
a position well within an area that would be acceptable for the
sun to be the object of devotion for the smallest supplicator
(Fig. M. This establishes the fact that this site was an
important solar shrine if not for expressing devotion, then at
least for observing solar movement.

The designation of these sites as "observatories" in a
strict astronomical sense is misleading. Acting like
sun-dials, the different types of observations witnessed at
both active and passive sites effectively mark the position of
the sun during various times of the year. We personally feel
the types of observations made at panels, such as the "Dragon"
and the "Praying Dog", were not designed to determine the exact
time of the year. Instead we feel these may have involved
ceremonial participation in commemorating those particular
events. Other panels, like the Polychrome Panel down the
cliff, could identify these exact dates much more precisely.
Since the points of definition on the skyline above the canyon
are not nearly as precise. After having experienced the
interactions at this site and the Barrier Canyon site in Indian
Creek, we feel there must have been a great deal of ceremony
that went hand in hand with such solar observation. It seems
more logical after knowing the date of a solar event, those
related to the Black Dragon or Indian Creek panels could have
returned to witness the "theophany" that would be expected.

This in no way lessens the significance of this site as
part of their cosmological scheme. In light of the
supplicating concept and the fact that we have several
supplicating human figures reaching out in the direction of the
sun on such important occasions establishes one more step in
breaking through the barrier that separates us from those who
made such ingenious pictographs. How sad it is when the window
through which we look to find the answers is so narrow. And
what could be worse than to have that window closed by those
trying to ill urinateus concerning these fragile remains? This
was the case when these supplicatory were entrapped within the
form of the dragon. This makes the job of the serious
researcher all the more difficult.

99

Three things had to happen to unravel this puzzle, and find
the truth. First, the dragon had to be slain (Warner and
Warner n.d.). Second, once the figures were placed in proper
perspective with the other supplicators, their unusual
situation could be considered. And last, the idea of solar
alignment had to have occurred before we could observe it.

The moral of the story is: If a panel is not recorded
properly, it cannot be studied properly. If its label and
identification are not accurate, it becomes fictitious, and the
resulting interpretations of its intent and the concepts behind
it are also fictitious. This is a serious problem that has
been brought to our attention more than once. The dragon has
not brought us any closer in the understanding of what we are
searching for, but we think our efforts and thoughts here are
helping to reach that goal.
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