AN UNUSHAL. WESTERN UTAH PAINTED SIYLE PIOTOSRARY
IN TIMPIE VALLEY, uTAw

By

Mdkil E. STUGRT

The purpose of this paper is to document and describe an
upusual rock art si1te containing a single, red protograph of a
triangular-bodied, shield bearing anthropomorph painted in &
cave 00 the Southwest margin of the Great Salt Lake, Utah.

Mook art sites recorded from the Great Szalt Lake FEeYiOn are
reflatively foew in nuwber when compared to other regions in Utahn
(Schaatsma, 1971 and Castlieton, 1979). It 1= hoped that the
documentation af this new rock art site may make & valuable.,
alb=it small, contribution to the study and understanding of
this subisrt.

The pictograph site ie located in the SE1/48 of the Skit /4
of the SW1/4 of Section 27, Township 1 Souths Range 7 Westi of
the Timpie Northwest, Utah 7.5 minute USES Gquany angle mag. it
ties at the northern end of the Stansbuwry Mountains which forn
the houndary between Skull Valley to the west and Tooele Valley
to the esast. Here the Stansbury Mountains apen ug into a small
haorseshos-shaped basin known as Timpie Yallev. Timpie Valley
15 drained by an intermittent stream which drains northeast
into the spring-fed marshes bordering the Breat Salt Lake in
northwestern Toocele Valley,

Arcesns to the zite can be reached by following Utah
Highway 4@ from Grantsville, Utah five miles northwest o the
Doiomite plant. About 31/2 mile west of the Dolomits ptant. a
dirt road leaves the main highway and goes west about one milte
te a turnodf+, heading southwest and following the intermittent
streay draining Timpie VYalley., Here the road becomes Guite
rough and rocky and is passable to truck or four—whsel drive
tratfic only. About three guarters to a mile up this road, a
=mall unpmamed canyon is seen entering Timpie Valley from the
west (right). Traveling 374 miles west by 4foot and entering
just inside the canyon, the visitor will observe the s1te 1in a
small cave in the limestone formations 266 vards up the
rock strewn tallus slope which forms the south wall né the
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The site consists of an apparent wave-action cut limestone
rave o Lhe highest level or terrace of ancrent Labke
Bormeville. The cave has a north-east exposwe with an
encpllent view gyvericoking the springs and marshes at the aouth
ot Tiwpie valley, The cave is about 12 fest bhigh, 8-12 faet
wide ang approximately 3835 feet desp beyond the drip lina.
The floor of the cvave siopes slightly §from front to baoh and
is uneven., heing comprised of bedrock along the northwesstern
wall and sioping about 2 feet to the socutheastern wall whare
vhe floor i= made of waber ~laid solian mand. The cave floor
here appears (o have approximately 18 anches to T Fest of $:111%
{possibly oore? based upon obhservation of an old pot hole dug
ear the back of the cave. Ubserved in the pot hole spoyi dirt
wzre & oouple wf plieces of large ungulate bone antd several
Fiakes of charcosla

The cave 1is ravqhiy the shape of 3 lopsided traangle wilth
the relatively flat southeast wall lesning and slightly arciog
to furm the ceiling of the cave before abutiing the northwest
mail. It was here on the flat sootheast wall that the
seehistoric artist ghose to execubte this unusual paintlag.

Tihie unususl characteristics of this piotooraph
are its large sice. being 5 1/2 fegt bigh and fet wzd@ snd
finely eweruted detail gensrally not found in piotographs of
the Salt Lake Region.

The anthropomorph wears a stylized heasddress of B ourwing
lines which probably represent feathers. This headdross 1s
gimilar in many respects Lo painted anthroposomrnhs found by
wipw\rd [19ATarB7~-88) at Fromontory Dave ! and Brtuart {1983 ek

st the mouth of Tavior Canyeon east of Ogden. 'he
e alsa agorned e b what appesss Lo he car-b s hang
side of the nead.

tThe anthropoeorpn holds in his left band & Sirculae oo iect
whirt has been intersreted by sose scholars (Woomlingion, 1 955;
Sikens 1948 and others! on other pictogiraphs as repraseniing
Mide mnislidds. in the right hand., the figure halds o pole whilch
Rppears To e & SpEar. At the upper =ind of the pole is what
appears to e & spedar o lanog poici.

AN r“l

Yhe pictogranh 235 in a good state of pr sespswvation, the

sl ar@a 1 wmhiich the red ochre glgoent has Diurred 19 ACFO9H
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the shield portion o4 the figure where minerals leached out of
the rock by occasional moisture have caused the red pigment to
streak.

Even though there is plenty of flat, esmpitv. protected
spACe avallable, for reasons unkinown, no other pictographes were
gxecuted within the cave. A brief survey of the imnediately
sy oninding area revealed several other caves, all of which
showed cigns of ocoupation, but no cther pictographs or
petroglvphs were observed. The asmoke-stained ceilings and
wallis, Iithic debitage, burned and unburned bone and presence
of a projectile point and hi:faced fragment sgem to indicates
that these nearby shelters were preobably huanting campe for the
procuwremnent of farge game such as deer and mountain sheep in
the Htansbury Mountarns. This situation 25 prebably similar to
that reported by Madsen (19833 at Black Roack Cave it the
northern {(hre Mountains aon the northeast side of Toocele
Valley.

The Timpie Valley pictograph belongs to a tentative
category of rock art first defined by Schaatoma (19713 known as
the dWestern Utah Painted Stvle. As defined,. this styie is
distinguished by the simple painted representation, usually in
red, of a Fremont-like, triangular bedied, horned
anthropomorph.  This =tvle i1s hest represented 10 the Great
Salt Lake Hegion of northern Utah, but alse cocurs in Utah as
tar south as Fool Creek and Clear Cresk in west-centiral Utah,

There are also other types of paintings from the Great
Salt Lake Region recorded by Sleight (1948), Steward {(1937a:07)
and Stuart (1983), consisting of circle clusters, plain and
bisected circles, dot rows, ladders, zig-rags, parallesl-lined
motide and diamond-shaped designs, all of which are promicent
elements in the Great Basin Curvilinear Styie, but are also
found in Fremont panels throughout Utah.

in summary, the Timpie pictograph of a red shirid-bearing
anthropomorph belongs to the Western Utah Painted Stvie. This
pictograph 1s unusual in its large size and remarkable
execution and detail generally not found in the Great Salt Laks
Region. Ancther curiocus aspect of this pictograph is its
apparent isclation in the midst of flat protected space ideally
surted for the addition of other rock art within the cave. @&
biried survey of the immediate area swrounding the pictograph
vevealed several caves which probably served as hunting Camps.
vut it located no other rock art. Tiwe Timplie pictograph is an
unrusual piece of Fremont rock art and its apparent isoclation
FEmasns a8 mysitierv.
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