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LaVan Martineau

STATEMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
OF QUAIL CREEK DAM, ONE OF WASHINGTON

COUNTY'S FINEST PETROGLYPH SITES

Few people in Utah are aware of the large
petroglyph site at the Quail Creek Dam site.
Very little has been mentioned of it in the
public campaign for the Dam, and most
people familiar with these petroglyphs refer
to them as the Berry Springs Site. There-
fore, the danger to these valuable petro-
glyphs has only recently come to the
attention of those who are concerned with
their protection. They now begin to relate
Quail Creek with the Berry Springs Site.

This proposed Dam Site is at the junction of
Quail Creek and the Virgin River, just
across from Berry Springs. At this junction,
Quail Creek passes through a gap in a large
sandstone reef. There are petroglyphs on
both sides of this gap—some quite exten-
sive—within yards of the proposed dam.
No proposals have yet been addressed
regarding their protection during construc-
tion, nor to preserving them from becoming
billboards of modern graffiti after construc-
tion.

About half a mile downstream is another
very large panel (on private property) that
butts up close to the Virgin River, leaving
barely enough room for an access road for
the land owner. Upon completion of this
dam, there is a strong possibility that this
road will have to be widened, entailing the
destruction of this fine panel—one of the
best in southern Utah.

An archaeological survey has been made of
the area, and 70 archaeological sites of
various types have been located—including

other petroglyphs that will be flooded
behind the dam. This survey states that one
large group has, "as many as one thousand
petroglyph and pictograph design ele-
ments".

There is a long history of petroglyph
destruction in Washington Country that
could have been avoided. This destruction
has perhaps only been surpassed by the
Glen Canyon Dam and some Columbia
River Dams. This can be attested by the
following examples:

1. The old canal on the Santa Clara River
above the old Shem Dam went right
through petroglyph sites leaving large
fragments scattered along the hillside.
This is still visible today.

2. During construction of the Power Line
across the Shivwits Reservation, panels
were knocked over and damaged near
the Santa Clara River as a result of this
construction.

3. Due to the construction of Gunlock
Dam, 40 petroglyph boulders and one
cliff face were covered by reservoir wa-
ter. I personally contacted State and lo-
cal officials, and as a last resort, even
the contractor and the front end loader
operator in an attempt to get these boul-
ders removed above the water level and
fenced for a tourist attraction, but to no
avail. The boulders were all small
enough to be removed a few hundred
yards in a half days time. Most of the
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panels at this site were not even photo-
graphed by the salvage archaeological
crew. I was left with this task. Since
construction of this dam, many petro-
glyph boulders below the dam have
been hauled off or vandalized by people
attracted by the dam.

4. Another major setback to Indian Petro-
glyphs occurred when a new sewer line
was put around the lower end of the air-
port hill at St. George. This hill had
many fine samples of petroglyphs along
the road at its base. During the sewer
construction, many of these were de-
stroyed. Many of those left higher up
the hill have now been hauled off since
this disrespectful precedent was set.
One concerned St. George businessman
tried his best to get them preserved, but
to no avail. These rocks could have
been lifted aside and replaced after the
construction, or put in another location.
Instead they were destroyed.

5. At the Cedar City Pockets Rest Area on
the Virgin river (just a few miles from
St. George and not in Washington
County), another rock was destroyed,
rather than being pushed aside, which
could have been accomplished in less
than one hour considering all the heavy
equipment at the site. Again I requested
this, but was ignored.

Washington County has a rich heritage of
petroglyph sites, and it is the purpose of this
letter to bring a little history to everyone's
attention so that what is left of them might
be preserved. The only success so far that I
have personally had in Washington County
has been with the officials at Bloomington.
This booming development has set a good
example of what can be accomplished in
this respect. The BLM was not aware of the
large petroglyph site on the north side of
Bloomington when they turned this section
of land over for development, although they

were aware of the large rock in the center of
the project.

When I brought this to their attention, they
asked me to locate all the panels at the north
end for them. They planned their streets,
lots and houses in a manner so as not to
disturb nor destroy these valuable pieces of
heritage. As a result of their concern, many
Bloomington home owners now have fine
petroglyph samples in their own back yards
that have never been touched or moved.
This greatly enhances the entire Blooming-
ton attraction.

This same attraction could be a part of the
Quail Creek Dam if the officials would plan
their construction far enough ahead so that:

1. The best existing panels will not be
destroyed widening the access road.

2. Those panels vulnerable to vandalism
would be fenced off, otherwise the pet-
roglyphs that survive the onslaught of
construction will become victims to
graffiti, and the hammer and crowbar of
individuals wanting to take a portion
home.

3. Those rocks to be covered by water
behind the dam should be moved to a
higher location and fenced in.

4. The construction crew would have the
panels pointed out to them so that they will
not ignorantly destroy some of them.

Similar sandstone sites in the eastern states
are now no longer recognizable as Indian
petroglyphs due to hundreds of names being
carved over them for the last two hundred
years. Few panels remain along Utah Lake
and that vicinity due to the proximity to the
large population centers of Provo and Salt
Lake. Such sites are a fore-warning of what
of what will happen at Quail Creek if some
efforts to protect them are not made.
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I find it hard to understand why such a
prolific area of Indian archaeological sites
as Quail Creek was chosen. The proposed
dam sites at Ash and Shoal Creeks in
Washington County would do far less
damage. However, if the Quail Creek Dam
must go through, then I think the public
should insist on as much protection as
possible. Fencing won't stop all vandalism,
but it will certainly deter much of it. Most
people are not opposed to dams and recrea-
tion areas, but let's not "wreck creation" in
the process. Utah's rich Indian heritage is
equally as fascinating as fishing and other
water sports. Therefore, such dams should
include the interests of all Utah's citizens
rather than just a few. Once the petroglyphs
at Quail Creek are destroyed, they can never
be replaced to be viewed by future genera-
tions. It is therefore suggested that they be
utilized as a protected tourist attraction,
rather than allowing them to become graffiti
eyesores or blotches in history upon the
names of those responsible for their destruc-
tion.

Tentative construction on the dam is sched-
uled for this coming spring (1984) so there
is not much time to voice concern. It will
take more voices than mine, or the St.
George businessman that went unheeded in
past attempts. Concern can be expressed in
writing, phone calls, or in person to the
following:

Washington County Water Conservancy
District, P.O. Box 583, St. George, Utah
84770
Phone (801) 673-3617

Bureau of Land Management
1579 N. Main, Cedar City, Utah 84720
Phone (801) 586-2401

Governor Scott Matheson
State Capitol Building
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

Note: addendum no. 1 was copied into the
article

Editor's note: The following letters from
The Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah were
published by permission of General Ander-
son. The following letters from the Wash-
ington County Water Conservancy District
were published with permission of Ronald
W. Thompson.
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QUAIL CREEK DAM AND DIKE
ADDENDUM NO. 2

October 1, 1983

Due to a very recent protest by the Paiute Indian Tribe of Utah, the following changes,
criteria and work shall be included as part of the subject.

1. The tunnel entrance portal shall be lowered to an Invert Elevation of 2,820. This is
the elevation of the level area at station 24+00 on the pipeline plans. The portal shall then be
excavated back to the same horizontal beginning point for the tunnel. No separate payment will
be made for tunnel portal excavation. All costs for excavation for the tunnel portal on each end
of the tunnel shall be included in the unit price bid for tunnel excavation. The portal entrance
may be as large as the contractor desires as long as it does not extend into the petroglyph sites
shown on the attached plan sheet.

2. The areas shown as petroglyph sites on the attached plan sheet shall be protected by
the Contractor. Twenty 4-inch diameter steel posts extending 5 feet above the ground shall be
installed by the Contractor as shown on the plans to protect equipment from running over the
petroglyphs. This leaves approximately 18 feet for an access road between the posts and the
edge of the steep bank. The costs are included in the Contractor's lump sum bid for "Mobiliza-
tion".

3. The haul roads shown on the attached plan sheet show alternative roads which may
be used for access roads while protecting the petroglyph sites. Additional locations which the
Contractor may desire to use for haul roads will be allowed provided they do not damage any
petroglyph sites.

4. The Contractor shall take special care to insure that his work-men do not vandalize or
mutilate any of the petroglyphs. Any individual on the Contractor's staff caught disturbing the
Indian cultural arts of the Contractor from working on the project.
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